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1 INTRODUCTION TO THE EIGHTEENTH REPORT OF THE
MOOR GREEN LAKES GROUP

By lain Oldcorn

Wel come to another annual report detoflelplunderstandt he r e
and preserve it.

Sue Dent and Stuart Croft of BVCP have again provided a comprehensive review of the site
management efforts that they co-ordinate; our thanks to them for this continuous work and also to
the extensive input by volunteers from MGLG and BVCV.

This year significant extra administrative effort had to be made by them and the committee in

preparation for such future projects as: planning an extension to the car park, replacing major

portions of reserve fencing and gates,he dge | ayi ng, commi ssioning an i
engaging with DEFRA about trees in the Blackwater River. Improvements made in 2010 included:

installing another barn owl box, reclaiming the eastern edge of the car park from encroaching

shrubs and better fencing and access around the viewing slots.

In previous years, Tim Ball and his Reading and Basingstoke Ringing team have reported on the
ringing of Terns and Gulls; it is pleasing that this year they have widened the scope of their site
activities and so their report now covers the ringing of other species. It is hoped that this will
continue in future thus developing new insights into the birds on the reserve.

Some highlights of the year reported in other sections include:

Birds i Little Ringed Plover raised six young, one Avocet was observed briefly in April and one for
slightly longer in October, the appearance of Common Redpoll

Butterflies T record numbers of seven species were observed including the first record for the site
of Silver-washed Fritillary

Dragonflies i Hairy Dragonfly observed for the first time at Moor Green

Moths i 48 new species were added to the site list

Reptiles 1 the return of Common Lizard and Slow Worm was recorded.

Ken Crick had already stood down from collecting and analysing site water samples and as we

have not found a volunteer to take over this task the relevant section has been dropped this year.

This year also sees the | ast of KerkKénshastheeport s on
associated with many aspects of MGLG for which we have been most grateful and we are very

sorry to lose his help. Chris Bean is taking on the role of Recorder for Dragonflies and

Damselflies; this is in addition to his work on Reptiles.

Shortly after the MGLG AGM in March 2010, Dr lan Brown resigned as Recorder of Birds. This
was a great blow as lan has been associated with the reserve since its restoration and his
contributions will be sorely missed. Our thanks to Bruce Archer, John Clark and Peter Scott who
took on the challenge of analysing the 2010 bird observation data and developing the Report on
Birds for 2010 and its associated Appendices B and C.
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2 MOOR GREEN LAKES SITE MANAGEMENT REPORT 2010

By Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP)

2.1 Tasks

The following notes relate to the map overleaf, which group the tasks by activity (colour of
key in brackets) to show where the practical site management has been achieved.

Clearing & mowing paths (yellow)
In addition to work maintaining access to the reserve along the public footpaths and
bridleway, the internal routes for rangers and surveyors have been cut back.

Vegetation cleared / treated (green)

A large portion of the water-side scrub was cut this year, where it is necessary to prevent
the adjacent meadow becoming screened from the lake. This is an equivalent length to
the entire shore of Colebrook Lake North. The work was in part made possible by the
success of herbicide treatment on previously cut sections, which allowed a relatively quick
task this year of cutting the sparse regrowth.

Extensive bramble was cleared from the NW of Grove Lake to prevent the meadow strip
from scrubbing over. In the meadow north of Plover Island in Colebrook Lake North gorse
was cut to provide a remaining 6 clumps, which is coppiced on rotation to provide a dense
canopy. This is more beneficial to birds than the leggy open gorse which would otherwise
dominate.

Construction and projects (pink)

The volunteers undertook lots of construction and projects which are listed in the map key,
including creating or repairing several sections of fencing, for example on the NE of
Colebrook Lake North and between Grove Hide and bird-viewing screen. Other projects
include; cutting the car park hedge to make parking easier, re-felting Colebrook Hide,
clearing the culvert (at i) and installing a shelduck nest box on Plover Island. Also all 11
key padlocks were replaced on site.

The planting of reeds in Manor Farm is proving successful with some plants becoming
established in the acidic water and sending out runners. The viewing slots continue to
work well maintaining dense scrub, with the relocation of tree guards to protect the newly
coppiced stumps against browsing.

Removed island vegetation (brown)
We cleared vegetation from Tern, and most of Plover and Sandpiper islands with the
debris ferried off to form habitat piles.

Hay cut meadow (orange)
The meadow on the SW corner of Long Island opposite Colebrook Hide has been haycut
with the motorscythe, which has been made possible by the new bridge across the ditch.

4
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The meadow should benefit as on the NW side of the island, where previous hay cuts
have reduced the bramble encroachment substantially. The paddock was hay cut with the
cut-and-collect mower.

Scrape and ditch clearance (dark brown)

The channel was excavated and vegetation cleared to maintain the flow from Horseshoe
Lakes into Grove Scrape. Except for clearing scrub in front of hides, no further scrape
digging was undertaken as previous attempts had no marked impact after 3 months.

Other Management

The cow checkers have done a great job keeping an eye on the cattle, especially since we
were able to retain the cows until later in the season. The volunteers generally popped out
for just one day a week to look at and count the cows, with no need to handle them. If you
might be able to help this year it would be greatly appreciated, and if you want to know
more please speak with Sue. Peter and Les have been helping with the mink pest control,
with 3 mink humanely killed in the autumn and winter.

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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2.2 BVCP Ranger Report

Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped us achieve so much on the conservation
tasks.

The tasks are predominantly made up of volunteers on the regular Sunday MGLG (Moor
Green Lakes Group) and Tuesday BVCV (Blackwater Valley Countryside Volunteers). The
highlight was relocating reeds to Manor Farm in March, where we gathered 28 volunteers.
There were three additional MGLG Sunday tasks this year including a summer Himalayan
Balsam pull and the October Open Day, which was a great success attracting over 100
visitors.

We benefited from three corporate and community groups, including John Lewis who
constructed a fence. This is substantially less than the 7 tasks in 2009 where we recruited
more groups to deal with the peak in workload for the bridleway project. However by
selecting larger projects and where possible combining with existing tasks, the number of
volunteers had dropped by less than half to 54.

The category of Minor Projects has been added where BVCP staff work on their own or
with a few volunteers. These include work placement student trainees and individuals
from MGLG and BVCV. The students are studying Countryside Management at Merrist
Wood College, so their course training is put to good use. There were 20 minor tasks in
2010, where a small skilled workforce was required e.g. repairing fences and clearing
paths.

The regular assistance of a rota of dedicated volunteers has proved invaluable for
checking mink rafts and cattle. These both need checking at least daily when on site and

required the equivalent of 45 days input.

Overall the number of volunteers in 2010 remained at a similar high level to last year at
312, or £15,600 worth of work.

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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2.3 Summary of task volunteering

2010 2009 2008
No. Averag | No. No. | Averag No. No. | Avera
No. of of e per of of e per of of | ge per
tasks VTS task |tasks | Vols | task ta;k Vols | task
MGLG (usually 9 79 | 113 | 6 | 81 | 135 | 6 | 82 | 137
Sundays)
BVCP (usually 9 117 | 13 9 | 136 | 151 8 | 144 | 18
Tuesdays)
Corporate & 3 54 | 18 7 | 83 | 119
community 2 8 4
Minor projects 20 17 0.8 16 16 3.2
Individual 2 45 - - - -
volunteers
Volunteer Tasks 43 312 38 316 16 234
value £15,600 £15,300 £11,700
(at £50 per person) ' ’ ’
2.4 Who did the work *
14% OMGLG A big thank you to all the
25% volunteers who helped at
5% = BVCP Moor Green Lakes, that

without your efforts would
not be possible.

O Corporate &
community

17% . .
O Minor projects

O Individual
39% wolunteers

Special thanks

To Simon Weeks, Tony Elston and Chris Bean whose help leading the volunteers and
ferrying volunteers out to the islands in exchange for cups of tea, was invaluable especially
when we have a large group. Simon also acts as the site manager and our contact on the
ground for dealing with issues. His cow spotting is a great help, as is introducing new
volunteers to the team.

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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Peter Scott and subsequently lain Oldcorn as Chairman have always been very helpful
with offering to help out, whether it be dangling on top of Colebrook hide with roofing felt or
helping to manage a corporate group
| would like to finish by thanking the group for all their support and commitment, and
making it such a pleasure to work with them at Moor Green.

28" February 2011
Stuart Croft
Countryside Ranger,
Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership.

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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3 REPORT ON BIRDS 2010

By Bruce Archer & John Clark

A total of 133 species and distinctive sub-species was recorded during the year, the lowest total
since 2005. However, despite this, an interesting mixture of resident and migrant species was
recorded including our second record of Common (Mealy) Redpoll, third of Raven, third and fourth
of Avocet, fourth of Marsh Harrier and fifth of Short-eared Owl.

Most of the lakes were frozen over during January but waterfowl numbers were generally
unexceptional and two Pintail from 25th-27th were the only visitors of note. However, a record 381
Tufted Ducks was counted on Feb 1st and the year
next day.

Early migration was indicated by a Redshank on Mar 1st and a Dunlin on 10th, although the first
Aireal 06 summer visitor to be recorded was Sand Ma
next day which also produced a flyover Osprey for one lucky observer. Further migrants before the
end of March included a Wheatear on 19th, a Black-tailed Godwit on 20th, House Martin on 22nd,
Willow Warbler on 25th, Blackcap on 26th and Swallow on 30th. April was a fairly disappointing
month. A White Wagtail on 2nd was the first of three spring occurrences. The first Sedge Warbler
was recorded on 8th and next day a record spring count of seven Green Sandpipers was made.
Whi tethroats were present from 12t h, but some ot
average, with Common Tern not recorded until 21st and Reed Warbler from 24th. A Grasshopper
Warbler was present briefly on 23rd while an equally brief Avocet the next day was the highlight of
the year so far. May was generally quiet as well. On 8th, a morning shower grounded a record
flock of 28 Whimbrels, a Turnstone and an Arctic Tern, but all moved quickly on. A male Garganey

was discovered on 19th but not seen again.

The highlight of the breeding season was perhaps the success of Little Ringed Plovers, with four
pairs raising at least six young. Unfortunately, Redshank, Lapwing, Black-headed Gull and
Common Tern all fared very poorly, with feral mink the chief suspects. Great Crested Grebes had a
good year, with five pairs breeding successfully, and a female Gadwall raised seven young. A pair
of Teal was present in May and June and may have bred. A pair of Barn Owls bred but their eggs
were infertile; Little Owls fared better with one pair at least out of three raising young. A pair of
Stonechats bred on the new workings but unfortunately no survey data are available for most other

passerines.

10
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Autumn migration was very light. Apart from the usual commoner wader species, which were
recorded in lower than average numbers, the only noteworthy migrants were a Black-tailed Godwit
on July 5th and a Marsh Harrier on Aug 29th. Autumn is the period when large numbers of geese
and gulls roost at Fox Lane and on the new workings. Egyptian Geese reached a new record of
162 on Sep 30th but numbers of other goose species were fairly low. The Barnacle Goose flock
returned in late August but had reduced to a paltry 14 compared with a maximum of 237 in autumn
2001. The largest gatherings of gulls involved 1450 Lesser Black-backs and at least 12 Yellow-legs
on Oct 25th. Most of these arrive from the west and south-west having fed during the day on
farmland on the Hampshire Downs and on the refuse at Blackbushe Sunday Market. Migrant
arrivals during October included three early Bramblings on 5th, Redwings from 14th and our
earliest ever Goosander on 16th. The rarity highlights during this period were a flyover Crossbill on
Oct 7th, an obliging Avocet which remained from Oct 11th-16th, and a rather more elusive Short-
eared Owl present from Oct 15th-18th.

The onset of severe cold weather in late November and then heavy snow in early December
produced an influx of Goosanders which peaked at 118 on Dec 5th, the highest number recorded
since 1997. Just prior to this, two Common Redpolls were seen on Nov 27th; presumably one of
the same birds was trapped the next day, when a Woodcock was also recorded. Waterfowl
numbers were generally low, although Coot frozen out from other nearby waters built up to a
record 418 on Dec 22nd. The year ended quietly, only relieved by the cronking of a Raven in thick
fog on 29th.

11
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4 MOOR GREEN LAKES BIRD RINGING PROJECT 2010
REPORT

By Reading and Basingstoke Ringing

4.1 Introduction

There has been some bird ringing at Moor Green i
been limited to gull and tern chicks and birds breeding in the nest boxes. Since 2007 we have
organised the ringing of the gull, tern and Little Ringed Plover chicks, although due to predation
2007 was the only moderately successful year.

This year we have started to develop Moor Green Lakes as a routine ringing site to study the bird
populations as they develop and stabilise during the restoration programme. We started the project
in April and carried out a morning ringing session each month except June for the rest of the year.
In addition we ringed a Little Owl brood in June and the Gull and Tern chicks in July. All ringing is
carried out by Reading and Basingstoke Ringing whose members are all volunteers who all have
the appropriate BTO Ringing Licenses. We have a web site (www.rbringingco.uk) which gives
information about ringing in general and some of our projects.

As this is the first full formal report on bird ringing we have compiled we have taken the opportunity
to collate all the previous ringing records we have and Tables 1 and 2 are as comprehensive as we
could make them.

4.2 Ornithological Objectives
The principal objectives of the ringing project are:

1 Add more detail to the excellent established MGLG bird recording system and help build a
more complete record of the bird species and populations using the site throughout the
year.

9 Track changes in populations as the effects of the gravel extraction and restoration
programme take effect.

4.3 Ringing Sites

The bushes and scrub along the west and north-west of Colebrook Lake provide an excellent

ringing site with mixed vegetation and a good population of birds at most times of the year and this

area will probably remain our main ringing base until the New Workings restoration has progressed

a bit further. Potential ringing areas in the already restored sections of the New Workings have

been identified but these wild.l probably only pro
expect to catch in our normal area and so will probably be targeted at specific times of the year.

All birds except pulli (chicks) were caught using mist nets which are typically set up in lines 20 to
100m long, with up to 300m of net being used during a session.

4.4 Ringing Results

A total of 467 birds of 34 species were ringed during 2010, see Table 1, another 2 species were
recorded as colour ring records of birds ringed elsewhere. All recoveries which we have details of
involving Moor Green are presented in Table 2.

12
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4.4.1 Gulls and Terns
Aftertwo moreorless compl ete failures in the preceding yea

was very slow to get going this year and the few birds that did attempt to breed were very late. We
visited the colony on 3 July primarily to ring the Common Terns and we also found and ringed 5
Black-headed Gull pulli, only 2 of which were big enough to colour ring. On 12 July the colony was
once again attacked, probably by Mink, and it was obvious that all the gull pulli and all unfledged
Terns were killed. A few Terns had fledged in time i 2 were seen at Lea Farm GP (11 km NNW)
on 13 July. One of the gull colour rings was found during a work party on the island in October.

One of the Black-headed Gulls we colour ringed at Hosehill in 2009 was present on 23 May,
having been seen in Hampshire in March.

Two colour ringed Lesser Black-backed Gulls were reported:

1 Orange SL5T was ringed at Rainham Landfill Site, London on 18 December 2010 and it
was at Moor Green on 23 December. It was ringed just a couple of hours before the area
was blanketed by a heavy snow fall and so almost certainly represents a cold weather
movement.

1 Orange ZJ4T was ringed at Pitsea Landfill Site, Essex on 20 February 2010 and it was at
Moor Green on 31 Decemberi a mov e ment of 96 km, ndettwdsadnot
ringed and could also have been part of the same cold weather movement.

The two recoveries of Black-headed Gulls we ringed in 2007 are detailed in Table 2 as are some
earlier sightings of ringed Gulls at Moor Green.

4.4.2 Other Non-passerines
A brood of three Little Owls and the adult female from a natural nest site near Colebrook Lake

were ringed 1 unfortunately one of the pulli was found dead close by on 23 June having collided
with a fence and broken its wing.

Three Kingfishers were ringed 7 two juveniles and an adult male, the juveniles were caught in
August and September when they may have been dis
local breeding. The only other non-passerines ringed were one Green and three Great Spotted
Woodpeckers.

A Cormorant which had been colour ringed as pullus at Abberton Reservoir in Essex in April 2009
was regularly reported from Colebrook Lake between 25 November 2009 and 21 March 2010. The
Mute Swan record in Table 2 is a bird that was ringed by Swan Lifeline when it was nearly a year
old.

The four Canada Goose records in Table 2 are birds ringed by the Bird Strike Avoidance Team of

the Food and Environment Research Agency who are carrying out a large study of the mobility of

feral geese inthe southof En gl and. These four records demonstrat
at all!

There was an intriguing record of a Green Sandpiper on 4 August 2010, it was photographed in
front of the Colebrook Hide by Gordon Duffus and the photos showed it had a metal ring above the
Afkneeo on the right | eg but it was impossible to
the UK are ringed on the tarsus i ie below the knee so this bird was definitely ringed somewhere
overseas. Up to the end of 2009 there had only been 3 foreign ringed birds recovered in the UK,
one each from Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands. Unfortunately there were no further

13
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sightings reported of a ringed bird and so weol |
it was ringed as a pullus or full grown bird.

4.4.3 Warblers

A very respectable total of 202 warblers of 8 different species were ringed, in addition one
Chiffchaff ringed elsewhere was controlled on 2 October. Numbers of Reed and Sedge Warblers
were unsurprisingly low i just a handful of birds were caught which were presumable migrants
moving through the bushes in the spring and autumn. Table 3 gives details of monthly captures of
adults and juveniles and hints at some interesting differences in usage of the site by the different
species.

Very few warblers were retrapped during the year i the exception being adult Whitethroats on
territories. The lack of retraps for most species suggests that there is probably a high turnover of
active migrants and this is probably a subject worthy of further investigation as it is possible very
high numbers of birds use the site during migration periods.

4.4.4 Finches
With one exception captures of finches were very low suggesting and the indications are that very

few Chaffinches, Greenfinches and Goldfinches use this part of the site during the summer. On 28
November large numbers of Lesser Redpolls were present (probably well over 200) with smaller
numbers of other finches and we made a concerted effort to catch some of them and ended up
catching 6 Goldfinches, 7 Siskins, 1 Common Redpoll and 49 Lesser Redpolls in under 4 hours.
The Common Redpoll was the highlight and was probably only the second ever to be ringed in
Berkshire. A number of races of Common Redpoll are recognised of which Mealy Redpolls
(Carduelis flammea flammea) breed widely across northern Europe and Asia. This autumn large
numbers of Lesser Redpolls have been reported across the whole of the UK and many of the
flocks have contained a few Mealy Redpolls, one or two had been reported at Moor Green on 27
November so our capture wasnoét that much of a su

Lesser Redpoll and Mealy Redpoll (right), 28 November 2010.
Plumage and size differences are well illustrated.

14
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Unfortunately a flock of 60+ Siskins with about 5 Lesser Redpolls present on 29 December
managed to avoid capture.

4.4.5 Other Passerines

A good variety of other passerines were caught including a Grey Wagtail, which could probably
have been expected. As would be expected Tits were well represented i although they only
dominated the catch on one occasion (29 December). The single Coal Tit was slightly unexpected
as they have been quite rare on the site in recent years.

Al the Song Thrushes were caught in April and Me
any later in the year, although preliminary BTO data suggests that they had a generally poor
breeding season in 2010 so perhaps there werenot
autumn.

Table 1 Ringing Totals

Species 2007 2008 2009 2010 Total Ringed
P P P Control FG P Control Total Processed FG P Total

Cormaorant 1 1
Canada Goose q
Mandarin Duck 2 2 2 2
Little Ringed Flover 2 2 2
Black-headed Gull 79 2 5y 1 i} 86 86
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 1
Common Tern 3 15 15 18 18
Little Cwl 1 3 4 1 3 4
Kingfisher 3 = 3 3
Green Woodpecker 1 1 1 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker 3 = 3 3
Grey Wagtail 1 1 1 1
Wren 5 &y 5 5y
Dunnock 7 T 7 [
Robin 1 1 1 A
Blackbird 8 8 8 a
Song Thrush 5 5 5 5
Sedge Warbler 1 1 1 1
Reed Warbler 3 =y 3 3
Whitethroat 19 19 19 19
Garden Warbler 19 19 19 19
Blackcap v 37 v 37
Chiffchaff a6 1 a7 a6 96
Willow Warbler 20 20 20 20
Goldcrest 7 T 7 [
Long-tailed Tit 22 22 22 22
Coal Tit 1 1 1 1
Blue Tit 52 52 52 52
Great Tit 2 37 2 37
Treecreeper 1 1 1 1
Jay 4 4 4 4
Chaffinch 1 1 1 1
Greenfinch 4 4 4 4
Goldfinch B i} B ]
Siskin i T i 7
Common Redpoll 1 1 1 1
Lesser Redpoll 49 49 49 49
Totals a1 5 0 4 434 23 4 461 434 108 543
Species 2 2 0 1 i3 O3 4 36 36 32 36

15
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Table 2: Recoveries and significant retraps

Cormorant
1755
Orange CJX

Mute Swan

798626
White 898
Canada Goose

5218230

Crange H3N

5218198

Crange LT4

5218217

Crange Y3.J

5218215

Orange Y35

Black-headed Gull
EW49055

EW49056

EWa4053
White 2X53

Lesser Black-backed Gull
GMNB5297
White AZTN

GMN5E530
FA39649
Crange SL5T
FR59920
Orange ZJ4T
Common Tern
SRT4127
SRT4134

Little Owl
EX30055

Chiffchaff
CNB 216
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26/04/2009
25M1/2009
to
21/03/2010

05/03/1999

04/11/1999

30/06/2003
15/03/20086
10/09/2009

30/06/2003
15/03/2004
13/03/2006
10/09/2009

30/06/2003
13/03/2006
15/03/2006
10/09/2009

30/06/2003
13/03/2006
15/03/2006
10/09/2009

15/06/2007
24/01/2008

15/06/2007
16/06/2008

20/06/2009
28/03/2010
23/05/2010

25/08/2004
03/11/2005
21/09/2006

12/07/2002
14/11/2006

181122010
231212010

2000212010
31122010

030712010
1310712010
020712010
13/07/2010

03/06/2010
23/06/2010

02Mo/2010

Abberton Reservoir, Essex
Moor Green Lakes LNR

Hurley, Berkshire

Moor Green Lakes LMR

Horseshoe Lake
Eversley GP
Horseshoe Lake

Horseshoe Lake
Eversley GP

Horseshoe Lake
Horseshoe Lake

Horseshoe Lake
Horseshoe Lake
Eversley GP

Horseshoe Lake

Horseshoe Lake
Horseshoe Lake
Eversley GP

Horseshoe Lake

Moor Green Lakes LMNR
Risca, Newport, Caerphilly

Moor Green Lakes LMNR
Saint-Cyr-sur-Loire, Indre-et-Loire, France

Hosehill Lake LMR, Berkshire
Weston Shore, Southampton, Hampshire
Moor Green Lakes LNR

Pett Level, East Sussex
Dungenass, Kent
Moor Green Lakes LNR

Macton Heath, lpswich, Suffolk
Moor Green Lakes LNR

Rainham Landfill Site, Greater London
Moor Green Lakes LNR

Pitsea Landfill Site, Essex
Moor Green Lakes LNR

Moor Green Lakes, LMR Berkshire
Lea Farm Gravel Pit, Hurst, Berkshire
Moor Green Lakes, LMR Berkshire
Lea Farm Gravel Pit, Hurst, Berkshire

Moor Green Lakes, LNR Berkshire
Moor Green Lakes, LMR Berkshire

Ringing details awaited
Moor Green Lakes, LMR Berkshire

© 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group

129 km, WSW, 213-329 days

22 km, S, 244 days

2yrs 258 days
G yrs 72 days

258 days
2 yrs 256 days
6 yrs 72 days

257 days
258 days
6 yrs 72 days

257 days
259 days
6 yrs 72 days

158 km, W, 223 days

452 km, SSE, 1yr 1 day

62 km, SSW, 281 days

18 km, ESE, 337 days

19 km, E, 1 yr 70 days

118 km, WNW, 2 yrs 27 days

160Km, WSW, 4 yrs 125 days

T3km WSW 5 days

96km WSW 314 days

11 km, NMNW, 10 days

11 km, NNW, 10 days

20 days
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Age: is given according to the EURING code. The figures do not represent years and are based on plumage not the date the bird was ringed.

= pullus (nestling or chick})

1
2
3 hatched during calendar yea
3
4

= fully grown, year of hatching quite unknown

J = hatched during calendar year, still with juvenile body g8
= hatched befare calendar year, but exact year unknown 9

hatched maore than two calendar years before year of ringing
definitely hatched three years before ringing

5 = hatched during previous calendar year
6 = hatched before previous calendar year, but exact year unknown
7 = definitely hatched two calendar years before ringing

Sex: M = male, F = female. When individuals are sexed on finding, this is indicated by ‘=M’ or '=F

Condition at recovery:
X = found dead

XF = found freshly dead or dying

XL = found dead (not recent)

+ = shot or intentionally killed by

+F = shot or intentionally killed by man - fresl

+L = shot or intentionally killed by man - not recent
SR = sick or injured, released with ring

S = sick orinjured - not known to have been released
A = alive and probably healthy - fate unknown

AC = alive and probablv healthy - now captive

v alive and probably healthy, caught and released but not by a ringer

alive and probably healthy, caught and released but not by a ringer - nesting
alive and probably healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field but not by rim
alive and probably healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field but not by rim
caught and released by ringer
caught and released by ringer - nesting

= alive and probably healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field by ringer

= alive and probably healthy, ring or colour marks read in the field by ringer - ne:

I/l = condition on finding wholly unknown

N =
W
N

N
R
B
R
B

Table 3 Monthly Warbler Ringing Captures

Apr

May

AJ A J A J

Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler 1
Whitethroat 4
Garden Warbler 1
Blackcap 3
Chiffchaff 2
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest

12

Jul
1
1 4
3 8
13
1 9
2

Aug Sep  Oct Nov Dec
A J A J A J A J A

1
1
3 2
1 5
2 & 1 7 3
18 2 55 2 9
3 1 13
1 3 1 2 1

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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5 2010 REPORT ON NEST BOXES

By Bruce Archer

Forty-five nest boxes were monitored with 12 visits between 1st March and 14th June, taking 22
hours in the field. The process is carried out under the BTO Nest Record Scheme. 31 "Woodcrete"
Tit boxes and 14 large wooden boxes were monitored and a total of 56 nests were recorded. In
addition 2 Barn Owl boxes were monitored by a licensed operator. Nuthatch and Jackdaw used the
nest boxes this year for the first time since | started monitoring. In February 2010 a Shelduck nest
box was installed on Plover Island. This is not accessible for routine monitoring. | am indebted to
Les Thorn for his help with repairing and the monitoring the nest boxes.

The following table summarises the results for the main species during the last four years. The
average dates are shown. As with all ducks, Mandarins leave the nest before fledging, so their
fledge dates are unknown.

Species Year MNests Eggs 1stegg Hatched Hatch Fledged Fledge
Blue Tit 2007 98 12-Apr 77 03-May 77 20-May

11
2008 9 86 16-Apr 37 09-May 36 28-May
2009 5 46 18-Apr 28 10-May 27 29-May
2010 8 67 16-Apr 20 10-May 8 27-May
Great Tit 2007 17 155 12-Apr 110  03-May 97 20-May
2008 22 183 16-Apr 137 08-May 121 26-May
2009 26 260 09-Apr 218 02-May 214  20-May
2010 24 200 22-Apr 145 14-May 120  30-May
Duck 2007 5 41 28-Mar 36 08-May - -
2008 5 44 20-Apr 35 29-May - -
2009 4 46 10-Apr 33 18-May - -
2010 5 77 11-Apr 58 30-May - -
Stock Dove 2007 Fi 14 01-Apr Fi 22-Apr 3 22-May
2008 4 5 15-Apr 2 08-May 2 05-Jun
2009 7 12 30-Mar 8 21-Apr 5 22-May
2010 17 36 23-Apr 18 30-Apr 1 20-May

The table at the end of this report shows data for each nest and the statistical analysis of the
results for each species in 2010.

Blue Tit

Blue Tits had a very poor year despite more eggs being laid than last year. Of the 67 eggs laid,
only 8 birds (12%) fledged from just one successful nest; the average for the previous 3 years has
been 60%. It is not clear whether the poor result is due to weather or competition from Great Tits.
Both Tit species show a higher failure rate of hatched and fledging young this year. Great Tits were
significantly later than in previous years and later than Blue Tits. It could be a lack of over wintering
insects due to a colder than average winter and causing greater competition from Great Tits. Box 8
and 26 contained Great Tit nests with 2 and 1 Blue Tit eggs respectively, and as usual, none of
them hatched.

Great Tit
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Great Tits had a reasonable season with 24 nests started. Four nests failed to hatch but in 3 of
these, replacement eggs were laid, hatched and fledged. Two Great Tit nests contained 1 and 2
Blue Tit eggs in the nest, but none of these fledged. The Great Tits started laying about 12 days
later that the average of the three previous years. The fledging success was 60% compared with
70% for the previous 3 years. | suspect that the proceeding cold winter had an affect in the early
insects on which they feed.

Mandarin Duck

Mandarins had a bumper year, with 58 young leaving the nest, compared with 36, 35 and 33 in the
three previous years. At least two of the boxes had two ducks laying in them, because the laying
rate was more than one a day (the norm for a duck). One nest failed with 2 eggs left in it. There is
competition for the large boxes from Stock Doves and Grey Squirrels; probably the latter. Families
of a female and a few young were present on the Reserve and the new workings well into the
summer.

Stock Dove

Stock Doves normally lay just two eggs in a nest, but can nest from February until October; so the
monitoring through spring was inevitably incomplete. Stock Doves got off to an early start this year
with 5 nests being incubated before the end of March. 17 nests were started in 10 boxes, and 11
young fledged during the period being monitored. The productivity was 30% for the nests
monitored to fledging, a bit below the average for the previous three years. Stock Doves had
nested in the Barn Owl box north of Colebrook Lake and had half filled it with nesting material. This
was removed when the box was checked on the 25th June.

Nuthatch

One Woodcreat box was occupied by a family of Nuthatches. The first of 10 eggs was laid on 8th
April, and at least 7 young fledged on 20th May. The exact number of fledged young was not
determined because they would have fallen out of the box if it was opened enough to count them
all. The nest was made entirely from flakes of bark.

Jackdaw

Box 20 was used by Jackdaws this year. 3 eggs were laid and hatched on the 5th May. On the
following visit the young had gone and just the wings of an adult Jackdaw were left in the box. The
adult and young had been predated in the box, most likely by a Tawny Owil.

Barn Owl

The Barn Owl boxes were checked on 25th June by a licensed inspector. The box by Colebrook
Lake was in use by Stock Doves. The Manor Farm (new workings) box was occupied by 2 adult
Barn Owls with 6 eggs. It is unusual for an incubating female to allow the male into the box. A
follow up visit some weeks later found one Owl and 6 cold eggs. On investigation the eggs proved
sterile. This is the third year running when they have failed to breed successfully. In the autumn a
third Barn Owl box was installed on an oak tree in the SE of the Manor Farm site. Hopefully this will
improve the chances of successful breeding on the site.
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Eggs Hatched Fledged
Box No. Species First Max First Max First Max
01 Blue Tit 15-Apr-10 14
04 Blue Tit 11-Apr-10 7
05 Blue Tit 11-Apr-10 10 08-May-10 B 27-May-10 B
08 Blue Tit S 25-Apr-10 2
24 Blue Tit 16-Apr-10 11 08-May-10 B
26 Blue Tit S 27-Apr-10 1
3 Blue Tit 11-Apr-10 18
46 Blue Tit 18-Apr-10 4 15-May-10 4
Blue Tit Average B84 6.7 8.0
Standard Deviation 56 19 0.0
08 Total 67 20 8
Survival Egg/Pulli  29.9% PulliFledge 40.0%  Egg/Fledge 11.9%
Eggs Hatched Fledged
Box No. Species First Max First Max First Max
02 Great Tit 13-Apr-10 g 03-May-10 g 20-May-10 8
03 Great Tit 12-Apr-10 8
03 Great Tit 06-May-10 7 30-May-10 4 13-Jun-10 3
04 Great Tit 15-May-10 4
06 Great Tit 17-Apr-10 7 07-May-10 4 25-May-10 4
ov Great Tit 13-Apr-10 1 07-May-10 1 25-May-10 1
08 Great Tit S 22-Apr-10 6
08 Great Tit 11-May-10 B 30-May-10 B 13-Jun-10 B
09 Great Tit 12-Apr-10 9 03-May-10 8 22-May-10 8
10 Great Tit 26-Apr-10 10 23-May-10 B 10-Jun-10 5
13 Great Tit 11-Apr-10 11
13 Great Tit 15-May-10 8 03-Jun-10 B 13-Jun-10 B
16 Great Tit 08-May-10 8 23-May-10 8
25 Great Tit 12-Apr-10 9 07-May-10 9 20-May-10 9
26 GreatTit S 27-Apr-10 5 15-May-10 1 31-May-10 1
27 Great Tit 27-Apr-10 T 19-May-10 5 06-Jun-10 3
29 Great Tit 16-Apr-10 9 07-May-10 9 25-May-10 8
36 Great Tit 27-Apr-10 5 15-May-10 4 31-May-10 4
v Great Tit 27-Apr-10 8 19-May-10 B 06-Jun-10 B
38 Great Tit 16-Apr-10 10 07-May-10 B 25-May-10 B
40 Great Tit 14-Apr-10 13 07-May-10 12 25-May-10 12
43 Great Tit 14-Apr-10 10 07-May-10 10 25-May-10 10
45 Great Tit 14-Apr-10 9 10-May-10 8 28-May-10 8
47 Great Tit 13-Apr-10 il 07-May-10 il
Great Tit Average 8.3 73 6.7
Standard Deviation 22 238 29
24 Total 200 145 120
Survival Ega/Pulli 72.5% PullifFledge 82.8%  Egg/Fledge 60.0%
Eggs Hatched Fledged
Box No. Species First Max First Max First Max
44 Muthatch 8-Apr-10 10 29-Apr-10 7 23-May-10 7
Eggs Hatched Fledged
Box No. Species First Max First Max First Max
20 Jackdaw 18-Apr-10 3 5-May-10 3

Copyright

© 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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Eggs Hatched Fledged
Box No. Species First Max First Max First Max
20 Mandarin Duck 09-Apr-10 2
21 Mandarin Duck 25-Apr-10 12 04-Jun-10 12
23 Mandarin Duck 12-Apr-10 17 30-May-10 13
30 Mandarin Duck 09-Apr-10 23 30-May-10 20
41 Mandarin Duck 04-Apr-10 23 25-May-10 13
Mandarin Duck Average 15.4 14.5
Standard Deviation 79 32
05 Total i 58
Survival Ega/Pulli 75.3%
Eggs Hatched Fledged
Box No. Species First Max First Max First Max
11 Stock Dove 20-Mar-10 2 11-Apr-10 2
11 Stock Dove 14-May-10 2 05-Jun-10 2 13-Jun-10 2
15 Stock Dove 30-Mar-10 3 21-Apr-10 1 19-May-10 1
15 Stock Dove 28-May-10 3
17 Stock Dove 07-Mar-10 3 30-Mar-10 2 25-Apr-10 2
17 Stock Dove 26-Apr-10 2
17 Stock Dove 20-May-10 2 11-Jun-10 2 13-Jun-10 2
20 Stock Dove 25-May-10 2
21 Stock Dove 09-Mar-10 2 30-Mar-10 1
32 Stock Dove 18-Apr-10 2
32 Stock Dove 31-May-10 2
35 Stock Dove 05-Apr-10 2 27-Apr-10 2 25-May-10 2
35 Stock Dove 20-May-10 2 11-Jun-10 2
39 Stock Dove 06-Mar-10 2 28-Mar-10 2 25-Apr-10 2
39 Stock Dove 27-Apr-10 2 15-May-10 2
48 Stock Dove 22-Apr-10 2
50 Stock Dove 17-May-10 1
Stock Dove Average 2.1 18 18
Standard Dewviation 045 04 04
17 Total 36 18 11
Survival Egag/Pulli 50.0% PulliiFledge 61.1%  Egg/Fledge 30.6%
Grand Totals
Eggs Hatched Fledged
Number Species First Max First Max First Max
56 Totals 393 251 146
Survival Ega/Pulli 63.9% PulliFledge 58.2%  Egg/Fledge 37.2%
Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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6 BOTANICAL SURVEY 2010
By Peter Scott

Quantitative surveys of the meadow areas on the north and west sides of Colebrook Lake
North have been undertaken since 1997. The method used is based on the National
Vegetation Classification. Ten one-metre-square quadrats are identified, five on each side of
the lake. In 2010 two visits were made, in June and July.

In each of the sample squares the species present were identified and quantified by the area
of the quadrat they covered -

1. <4 %, few individual plants 6. 26-33%
2. <4 %, several individual plants 7. 34-50 %
3. <4 %, many individual plants 8. 51-75%
4. 4-10 % 9. 76-90 %
5. 11-25% 10. 91-100 %
In addition the frequency of occurrence was also recorded -
I 1in 5 samples v 4 in 5 samples
Il 2 in 5 samples Vv 5in 5 samples

1 3in 5 samples

Table A gives the frequency and abundance of the thirty-seven species other than grasses

(which were not surveyed) found in the quadrats. This is exactly the same number as were

found in 2009, the few which have 6dropped outd bei
others. The most frequent and/or abundant species were, as in most previous years, Black
Knapweed, Lady o6t eBegddt-alhlesser Btachwort, Ribwort Plantain

and (Red and White) @dotarefal has also Becammeery akBridand 6 s

The surveys were made a little later than in most previous years and, probably because of

this, many species were not found in their usual abundance. This was particularly so of

tares and vetches (Vicia sp.).

Table B, showing species found in areas around (but not within) the quadrats, and also
within the two sections of woodland regularly surveyed, is reintroduced after being omitted
last year (in favour of a longer list summarising the whole reserve over a number of years).
Species that appear in table A are also included in Table B only if they are found in either or
both of the two woods. Forty-five species are shown here, seven more than in the
equivalent table for 2008. In part this is due to species which are usually found within the
guadrats (e.g. Common Ragwort) not being so this year, but actually being quite abundant
on the site.

The species found each year depend partly on chance, many species being conspicuous for
guite short periods (and not always at the same times). The upshot is that even common
perennials (such a willowherbs and docks) can seem to come and go. Therefore apparent
changes are only meaningful if they are maintained over a number of years. On the whole,
the 2010 data indicate that Moor Green continues to support a good variety of flora.
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I am grateful to Janet Wood for her help with the quadrat surveys.

Table A. Quadrat surveys

Species Common name Shore
North West
S | Achillea millefolium Yarrow I (1) 0
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony l (1-4) " (1-2)
Bellis perennis Daisy I (2) 0
S | Centaurea nigra Black Knapweed IV (1-4) V (2-7)
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear I (1) l (1-4)
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle Il (2) I (1)
Crepis capillaris Smoot h {Heawk 6 s I (1) 0
S | Daucus carota Wild Carrot I (1) 0
Galium aparine Cleavers I (2) I (1)
S | Galium verum Ladybés Bedstrav IV(1-9) " (1-7)
Geranium dissectum Cut-l eaved -@lFraned Il (1-5 l (1-3)
S | Geranium pratense Meadow GChillaneds I (1) ()
S | Hypericum perforatum PerforatewiBt. Jqg Il (2 0
S | Hypochaeris radicata C a t-edrs l (2-5) 0
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 0 Il (4-6)
S | Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy 1 (1-2) 0
S | Lotus corniculatus Common -Boottrefod s vV (1-4) IV (1-5)
S | Medicago lupulina Black Medick 0 I (1)
S | Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain V (1-5) IV (2-4)
Plantago major Greater Plantain I (1) 0
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak I (1) I (1)
S | Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup I (1) Il (1-2)
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup I (4) Il (2-4)
Rubus fruticosus Bramble I (1) I (4)
S | Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel I (2) V (2-6)
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel Il (1-4) 0
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock 0 I (1)
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort V (1-2) IV (2-5)
S | Taraxacum officinale Dandelion 0 (1)
Trifolium arvense Ha r dobtLlover I (1) 0
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil I (1-3) 0
Trifolium pratense Red Clover vV (1) I (1-2)
Trifolium repens White Clover [ (4) IV (1-5)
Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle I (2) I (4)
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare I (2) 0
S | Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare I (1-2) 0
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 0 I (3)

Note: S = Sown species

Table B. Plants recorded in other locations

© 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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B1i Meadow outside quadrats
Cut woodb©d
B3i6Corner woodo

B21 6 Col ebr ook

Species Common name Bl | B2 | B3
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard X
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica X
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley X
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort X
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies X
Bryonia dioica White Bryony X X
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower X
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury X
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove X
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb X
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stalked Willowherb X
Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved Helleborine X X
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle X
Galium aparine Cleavers X X
Geum urbanum Wood Avens X X
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed X
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris X
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious X
Lapsana communis Nipplewort X X
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax X
Lotus pedunculatus Gr e at e rfootBRrefoild 6 s X
Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged-Robin X
Lycopus europaeus Gipsywort X
Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Loosestrife X X
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife X
Mentha aquatica Water Mint X
Oenanthe crocata Hemlock Water-dropwort X X
Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip X
Primula veris Cowslip X
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane X
Rubus fruticosus Bramble X X
Rumex crispus Curled Dock X
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort X
Senecio jacobea Common Ragwort X
Silene dioica Red Campion X
Silene latifolia White Campion X
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard X
Stachys officinalis Betony X
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort X X
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort X
Stellaria media Common Chickweed X X
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion X X
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley X X
Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle X X
Vivia sativa Common Vetch X

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group
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7/ MOOR GREEN LAKES ANNUAL BUTTERFLY REPORT 2010

By Recorders: John and Rachel Westmacott

The year 2010 was sscegydar the bottgrflies firouad Moar Graen kaes, good
in parts. During the year we made thirty-five surveys between 24™ March and 30™ September, but
of these only seven were made in ideal conditions, warm, sunny, and dry with little or no wind, and
the last of these was on 28" June. The months of July and August, which should be the height of
the season, were marked by moderate or poor conditions, though that is not to say there were not
some good days amongst them. This inevitably reflects on the numbers of butterflies recorded.

The first butterflies of the year, and the only ones to appear in March, were 2 Commas noted on
24™ During April, seven species were noted, Peacocks being the most numerous with 20 recorded
on 19™. Other double-figure records in April were 13 Brimstones on 23" and 13 Orange Tips on
28™ The other species recorded were single Small Tortoiseshells, up to 5 Green-veined Whites, 7
Speckled Woods and 8 Commas.

During May a greater variety of species were seen on the reserve, eleven being recorded during
the month. Five of the Whites were noted, Brimstone, Large, Small, Green-veined and Orange Tip,
as well as Peacock, Comma and Speckled Wood. On 21 2 Green Hairstreaks were seen along
with 6 Small Coppers. Our survey route includes the grassland north and west of Colebrook Lake
North, where, on the same day, the first Common Blues of the year appeared. Numbers rapidly
increased so that, a week later, 49 were recorded.

Sixteen species were recorded during June, including a new record for the reserve of 55 Common
Blues; the last of the first flight were seen on 18™. Large Skippers were prominent throughout the
month reaching 24 on the 24™, and the first Red Admirals of the year were seen on 4™. Meadow
Browns began to fly in mid-month reaching 107 by the end, and on 28™ the first Ringlets were
noted. 3 Marbled Whites were spotted by recorders checking the bird-boxes.

In July, nineteen species were seen, including on the 9" the first confirmed recording on site of a
Silver-washed Fritillary, a woodland species. On that date the first Gatekeepers were seen
together with a count of 150 Meadow Browns, and 80 Ringlets. Earlier, on 3" the first Purple
Hairstreaks were spotted. This species lives in oak and ash trees and requires patience to
observe, but 18 were recorded on 17", a new maximum record count. There must be many more
of these on the reserve given the number of suitable trees. The second flight of Common Blues
was observed on 20", but numbers were not as great as in June. Gatekeepers peaked at 170 on
20™ and a new record maximum count of Green-veined Whites, 25, was recorded on that day.
Small numbers of Marbled Whites, Red Admirals and Small Tortoiseshells were noted, whilst
Comma (24) and Speckled Woods (29) produced good numbers.

A solitary Painted Lady was an early August visitor, a disappointment after the record numbers
seen in 2009. Only twelve species were recorded in August, among them 3 Holly Blues and 39
Common Blues, the maximum for the second flight period. Speckled Woods continued in good
numbers, and 6 Small Coppers were recorded on 5". However the meadow butterflies declined
quite quickly, the last Ringlets being seen on 5" and odd Gatekeepers hanging on until the 28™.
Small numbers of Meadow Browns were still to be seen at the end of the month. The last Purple
Hairstreaks were seen on the 9™.
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Only nine species were recorded in September, Speckled Woods being regular throughout the
month. Common Blues and Meadow Browns were last seen on 12", and a Small Tortoiseshell also
appeared on that day. Small Whites, Green-veined Whites, Small Coppers, Red Admirals and
Commas made up the numbers for the month. The only record made during October was of one
Small Copper on 17™.

No Small Heaths, Clouded Yellows, or Graylings were spotted during the year.
In terms of numbers, new highs were recorded for green-veined white (25), purple hairstreak (18),
common blue (55), peacock (20), meadow brown (=150) and ringlet (=80), and of course the silver-

washed fritillary (1).

The following species were observed during the year:

Small Skipper Green Hairstreak Purple Peacock

Essex Skipper Hairstreak Comma

Large Skipper Small Copper Silver-washed Fritillary
Brimstone Common Blue Speckled Wood

Large White Holly Blue Marbled White

Small White Red Admiral Gatekeeper
Green-veined White Painted Lady Meadow Brown
Orange-tip Small Tortoiseshell Ringlet

The total of twenty-four species is the same as in 2009, and the chart below shows maximum
numbers for each month.

Our thanks go to the following observers who have added their sightings to the record sheets
during the year:

B Archer
JAB

B Bernard
IH Brown
JN Dixon
MM

R Murfitt

S Proudley
JE Warren
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MOOR GREEN BUTTERFLIES 2010
MAXIMUM MONTHLY COUNTS

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group

SPECIES Jl\jgr- Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep (I))(;tc-
Small Skipper (Thymelicus sylvestris) 2 1
Essex Skipper (Thymelicus lineola) 2
Large Skipper (Ochlodes sylvanus) 24 | 15
Clouded Yellow (Colias croceus)
Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni) 131 5 2 2
Large White (Pieris brassicae) 1 1 8
Small White (Pieris rapae) 1 2 6 1 3
Green-veined White (Pieris napi) 5 |11} 2 | 2| 12| 2
Orange tip (Anthocharis cardamines) 13112 3
Green Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi) 2
Purple Hairstreak (Neozephyrus quercus) 18 | 5
Small Copper (Lycaena phlaeas) 6 2 6 2 1
Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus) 49 | 55 | 31 | 39 | 3
Holly Blue (Celastrina argiolus) 1] 3
Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta) 2 4 3 2
Painted Lady (Cynthia cardui) 1
Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) 1 4 2 1
Peacock (Inachis io) 20 | 11} 3 5
Comma (Polygonia c-album) 2 8 1 5 | 24 4
Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia) 1
Speckled Wood (Pararge aegeria) 7 9 6 | 29 | 21 | 22
Marbled White (Melanargia galathea) 3 | 3
Grayling (Hipparchia semele)
Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus) 170 | 116
Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina) 107 | 150 | 71 | 15
Ringlet (Aphantopus hyperantus) 7180 | 3
Small Heath (Coenonympha pamphilus)
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8 REPORT ON DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES FOR 2010
By Ken Crick

The Colebrook hide chart had 6 signed and dated entries this year. Unfortunately 2 Days
worth of data was un-attributable as no signature or initials were provided. All recorders
are unable to use data that cannot be attributed to the observer. Please at least initial and
date the observations you have taken the trouble to record.

My own observations recorded 6 species of Damselfly and 9 species of Dragonfly on the
wing. 8 species left exuviae to prove they lived out a full life cycle on site. The Blue-tailed
Damselfly Ischnura elegans did particularly well, this was unexpected, as over a survey
area only 3 miles away and containing 23 water bodies, its numbers were severely
depressed. My thanks go to lan Brown, John Warren and Chris Bean, for their
contributions. Thanks go also to Bernard Baverstock who provided a verbal record.

Member sé6 records provided 2 surprises this ye
Brachytron pretense on the 24™ May to the north of Grove hide. It is more usual to find this

species around Ash Lock and on the Basingstoke canal. The odd specimen has been

recorded further down stream but this is a first for Moor Green. John Warren recorded a

single male Black Darter on the 12 June. This sighting is 13 days earlier than the British

Dragonfly Societies earliest published sighting date for 2010 (Dragonfly News No 58).

8.1 ODONATA CHECKLIST 2010

8.1.1 DAMSELFLIES Zygoptera

Species Date of Max Life cycle confirmation | Observed
maximum count | count Exuvia Flight
period
Large Red 22 May
Pyrrhosorna 22 May 4 yes to
nymphala 28 June
Azure 22 May
Coenagrion 22 May 21 yes To
puellao 16 June
Common Blue 22 May
Enallagama 28 June 1500+ yes to
cyathigerum 5 Sep
Banded 22 May
Demoiselle 16 June 137 no to
Calopteryx 9 Aug.
splendens
Blue-tailed 22 May
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Ischnura elegans 28 June 138 yes to
9 Aug.
Red-eyed 22 May
Erythromma 28 June 162 yes To
Najas 9 Aug.
8.1.2 DRAGONFLIES Anisoptera
Species Date of Max Life cycle Observed
maximum count | count confirmation Exuvia | Flight
period
Broad- bodied Chaser 22 May
Libellula 12 June 2 yes to
depressa 12 June
Downey Emerald
Cordulia aenea 28 June 1 no 28 June
Black-tailed Skimmer 16 June
Orthetrum cancellatum | 28 June 27 yes to
9 Aug
Four-spotted Chaser 22 May
Libellula 28 June 15 no to
guadrimaculata 28 June
Emperor 28 June 28 June
Anax Imperator & 2 no To
20 July 20 July
Common Darter 28 June
Sympetrum striolatum | 9 Aug 5 no to
. 9 Aug.
Southern Hawker 20 July 20 July
Aeshna cyanea & 1 no &
9 Aug 9 Aug
Brown Hawker 20 July
Aeshna grandis 26 July 3 no &
9 Aug
Migrant Hawker 28 July,9 Aug & 28 July
Aeshna mixta 9 Oct 1 yes &
9 Oct
Black Darter
8.2 Sympetrum 12 June 1 no 12 June
danae
8.3 Hairy Dragonfly
Brachytron pretense 24 May 4 no 24 May

Copyright
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9 REPORT ON MOTHS FOR 2010

By Recorder Colin Proudley

2010 turned out to be a good year for moth trapping with warm, calm evenings during the
spring and summer months. We ran one or sometimes two traps on six occasions, 17"
March, 10™ April, 20™ May, 29" July, 4™ September and the final one on 8" October.

The additional trapping sessions brought an increase in the total of moths recorded. A total
of 121 species were caught during the year, which included 48 new species to be added to
the spreadsheet list, 16 micro moths and 32 micro moths. The list total at the end of 2010
stands at 263 species.

Six species of macro moth caught this year had not been reported since 1995. They were,
Oak Hooktip, Dunbar, Peppered Moth, Sallow Kitten, Yellow Tail and Heart and Dart.

Six species of macro moth have been seen every year since and including 1995. These
were Common Carpet, Sharp Angled Carpet, Common Wave, Flame Shoulder, Large
Yellow Underwing and The Snout.

The moths trapped on 4™ September were taken to the Moor Green Lakes open day on 5"
September where they were displayed on the Butterfly and Moth Table. Many people were
interested to see how intricately marked and colourful moths can be. They asked
guestions about trapping and what happened to the moths afterwards. | was happy to
inform them that all moths were released back onto the site after being identified.

We are hoping for another good year in 2011.
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Ref. No. Species Status 1995 2007 2008 2009 2010|
3 Micropterix calthella X |
6 Eriocrania subpurpurella X X X
14  Ghost Moth X X
15  Orange Swift X
17  Common Swift X X X X

130  Incurvaria masculella X
148  Memophora degeerella X

228 Monopis weaverella X
294  Aspilapteryx tringipennella X

385  Anthophila fabriciana X

411  Argyresthia goedartella X

649  Esperia sulphurella X
658 Carcina quercana X X
663 Diurnea fagella X
701 Agonopterix ocellana X
868 Helcystogramma rufescens X
873  Blastobasis adustella X

937 Agapeta hamana R

969 Pandemis corylana X

970  Pandemis cerasana X
977  Large Fruit-tree Tortrix X

998 Epiphyas postvittana X X X

1018 Cnephasia communana X
1025 Tortricodes alternella X
1033 Green Oak Tortrix it X X

1041 Acleris sparsana X

1042 Rhomboid Tortrix X

1054  Acleris cristana scarce X X
1062 Acleris emargana agg X

1076 Celypha lacunana X X X
1082 Plum Tortrix X

1083 Marbled Orchard Tortrix X X
1093 Apotomis betuletana X

1111 Bactralancealana X

1113 Eudemis profundana X

1133 Epinotia bilunana X X

1134 Epinotia ramella X

1136 Epinotia immundana X X
1138 Epinotia nisella X
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Ref. No. Species Status 1995 2007 2008 2000 2010
1174 Epiblema cynosbatella X X
1205 Spilonata ocellana X
1260 Cydia splendana X X
1261 Cydia pomonella X
1288 Twenty Plume Moth X
1293 Chrysoteuchia culmella X R
1294 Crambus pascuella X
1299 Crambus hamella X
1302 Satin Grass Veneer X
1303 Agriphila selasella X
1304 Agriphila straminella X
1305 Agriphila tristella R X
1309 Agriphila geniculea X
1316 Catoptria falsella R
1333 Scoparia pyralella X
1334  Scoparia ambigualis X
1336 Eudonia pallida X
1340 Eudonia truncicolella X
1345 Brown China Mark it
1348 Ringed China Mark X H
1354  Small China-mark it
1356 Garden Pebble X
1376 Small Magpie X X
1392 Udea olivalis X X
1405 Mother of Pearl X X X
1413 Gold Triangle X X
1415 Orthopygia glaucinalis X
1424 Endotricha flammealis X
1452 Phycita roborella X
1513 Pterophorus pentadactyla b
1638 Fox Moth R
1640 Drinker X X
1645 Scalloped Hook-tip X
1646 Oak Hook Tip X X
1648 Pebble Hook-tip Local R X
1653 Buff Arches X
1654 Figure of Eighty X
1659 Yellow Horned X
1660 Frosted Green Local X
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Ref. No. Species

Status 1995 2007 2008 2009 2010

1663 March Moth

1666 Large Emerald

1667 Blotched Emerald
1680 Maiden's Blush

1682 Blood-vein

1690 Small Blood Vein
1699 Least Carpet

1702 Small Fan-footed Wave
1708 Single-dotted Wave
1711 Treble Brown Spot
1713 Riband Wave

1727  Silver Ground Carpet
1728 Garden Carpet

1732 Shaded Broad Bar
1738 Common Carpet
1742 Yellow Shell

1745 Mallow

1754 Phoenix

1758 Barred Straw

1760 Red Green Carpet

1764 Common Marbled Carpet

1767 Pine Carpet

1768 Grey Pine Carpet
1776 Green Carpet

1778 May Highflyer

1794 Sharp Angled Carpet
1808 Sandy Carpet

1817 Foxglove Pug

1819 Mottled Pug

1825 Lime-speck Pug
1832 Currant Pug

1834 Common Pug

1838 Tawny-speckled Pug
1846 Marrow-winged Pug
1852 Brindled Pug

1853 0Oak Tree Pug

1860 Green Pug

1862 Double Striped Pug
1868 Lesser Treble-bar

Copyright © 2010 Moor Green Lakes Group

X

Local X
Local X X
X X
X
Local X
X
X
Local x
X X X X
X
X
X
X X X X X
X X
X
X
X
X X
X X X
X X
X X X
X X X X
X X
Local X X X X X
X
X
X X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X X
X X
X
X X X X

33



Moor Gree n Lakes Group Annual Report 2010

Ref. No. Species Status 1995 2007 2008 2000 2010
1874 Dingy Shell X
1879 Seraphim Local X
1882 Small Seraphim Local X X X X
1883 Yellow-barred Brindle Local X X
1887 Clouded Border X it
1888 Scorched Carpet Local R
1883 Peacock Moth Local it
1893 Tawny-barred Angle R X
1902 Brown Silver Line X
1904 Scorched Wing Local X
1906 Brimstone Moth X X it X
1907 Bordered Beauty X R
1912 Awugust Thorn X X
1913 Canary-shouldered Thorn R
1914 Dusky Thorn X
1915 September Thorn X H
1917 Early Thorn X X X
1921 Scalloped Oak X
1922 Swallowtail Moth X
1925 Small Brindled Beauty X
1931 Peppered Moth X X
1934 Dotted Border X
1937 Willow Beauty X X
1941 Mottled Beauty X
1947 Engrailed X
1955 Common White Wave R
1956 Common Wave X X X X X
1957 White-pinion Spotted X
1958 Clouded Silver X X
1961 Light Emerald X X X X
1973 Lime Hawkmoth X it
1981 Poplar Hawkmoth X X
1991 Elephant Hawkmoth X X
1992 Small Elephant Hawkmoth Local X R
1994 Buff Tip X
1997 Sallow Kitten X X
2000 Iron Prominent X X
2006 Lesser Swallow Prominent X X
2009 Maple Prominent Local X
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Ref. No. Species Status 1095 2007 2008 2009 2010
2011 Pale Prominent X X
2014 Marbled Brown Local x X X X
2015 Lunar Marbled Brown X X X
2028 Pale Tussock X X X X
2030 Yellow Tail X X
2033 Black Arches Local X
2027 Rosy Footman Local X X X
2043 Orange Footman Local X
2047 Scarce Footman Local X X
2050 Commeon Footman X X X
2060 White Ermine X
2061 Buff Ermine X
2064 Ruby Tiger X X X X
2078 Least Black Arches Local X
2087 Turnip Moth X X
2088 Heartand Club X
2089 Heart and Dart X X
2091 Dark Sword-grass X
2092 Shuttle-shaped Dart X X X
2098 The Flame X H
2102  Flame Shoulder X X X X X
2107 Large Yellow Underwing X H X X X
2109 Lesser Yellow Underwing X X X
2110 PBroad Bordered Yellow Underwing X H X X
2111 Lesser B B Yellow Underwing X X X
2117  Autumnal Rustic X
2118 True Lovers Knot X
2120 Ingrailed Clay X
2123 Small Square Spot X X
2126 Setaceous Hebrew Character b A X X X
2128 Double Square Spot R
2132 Neglectic Rustic Local X
2133  Six-striped Rustic X
2134 Sqguare Spot Rustic X X X X
2139 Red Chestnut X
2145 NMNutmeg X
2155 Dot Moth X
2157 Light Brocade Local A X
2177 Hedge Rustic X
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Ref. No. Species Status 1995 2007 2008 2009 2010
2178 Feathered Gothic X X
2132  Small Quaker X X
2185 Lead-Coloured Drab Local X
2186 Powdered Quaker X
2187 Common Quaker X X X
2188 Clouded Drab X
2189 Twin-Spotted Quaker X
2190 Hebrew Character X X X X
2193  The Clay X
2154 White-point H X
2198 Smokey Wainscot X
2199 Common Wainscot X X
2204 Obscure Wainscot Local X
2231 Deep Brown Dart X
2232 Black Rustic X X
2240  Blair's Shoulder Knot X
2247  Merveille Du Jour X X
2248 Brindled Green X X
2256 Satellite X
2258 Chestnut X X X
2259 Dark Chestnut X
2264 Yellow-line Quaker X
2265 Flounced Chestnut X
2267 Beaded Chestnut X
2269 Centre-barred Sallow X X
2270 Lunar Underwing b X X
2272 Barred Sallow X X
2274  Sallow X
2279 Sycamore Local =x R
2283 Dark/Grey Dagger sp X
2284  Grey Dagger X
2289 Knot Grass X
2293 Marbled Beauty R
2297 Copper Underwing X X X
2298 Swvensson's Copper Underwing R
2305  Small Angle Shades X X
2306 Angle Shades X X X
2316 Lesser-spotted Pinion Local X
2318 Dunbar X X
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Ref. No. Species Status 19295 2007 2008 2009 2010
2321 Dark Arches X X
2322 Light Arches b
2330 Dusky Brocade X
2335  Slender Brindle X
2337  Marbled Minor X X
2339 Tawny Marbled Minor A
2340 Middle Barred Minor X X X
2343  Common Rustic X X X
2353 Flounced Rustic X X
2360 Ear Moth X

2361 Rosy Rustic X

2364  Frosted Orange X

2369 Bulrush Wainscot X

2373  Webbs Wainscot Mb X

2375  Large Wainscot X
2380 Treble Lines X X X

2381 The Uncertain X

2384 Vines Rustic X X
2410 Marbled White Spot R X X X
2423  Oak Nycteoline Local X
2425 Mut Tree Tussock X X
2434 Burnished Brass X

2441 Silver ¥ X X X
2442 Beautiful GoldenY X

2443  Plain Golden ¥ X

2474 Straw Dot X X X

2477 The Snout X X X X X
2484 Pinion-streaked Snout Local X

2489 Fan Foot ¥
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10 REPTILE REPORT
By Recorder Chris Bean

Reptile recording on site has two components:

T regul ar i nspections of 6basking sheetso
a) six sheets within a 50 metre radius of the hibernaculum near Colebrook Lake North
b) six sheets on the north shore of Grove lake

9 casual reports of sightings anywhere on the reserve.

Regular inspections

Basking sheets were set out 22 March and recording commenced on 7 April. A total of 15 visits to
the site were made between 7 April and 21 October 2010. All sheets were checked at each visit.
In total, two Grass Snakes (1 large c90cm and one juvenile) and one Grass Snake skin (c90cm)
were seen during those visits. There were no Adder sightings this season. The large female
Grass Snake and the shed skin were found on or near basking sheets at Colebrook Lake. The
juvenile Grass Snake was found under a basking sheet at Grove Lake. The results are
summarised in the following table:

Summary of surveys of reptile basking tins:

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Site visits made 15 16 14 12 10 15 15
Total sheet-inspections 150 144 126 84 120 180 181
Total grass shakes (or skins) 15 13 7 7 3 9 3
seen

Total adders seen 3 4 0 3 0 5 0
Snake sightings per sheet- 0.12 0.12 0.06 0.12 0.03 0.08 0.02
inspection

This year was a disappointing one compared to 2009; sightings having returned to the low level of
2008.

Casual reports

A large (c90cm) Grass Shake was observed on 24 May (by GD), and again on 20 June and 30
September in and around Colebrook Lake. This is probably the same reptile observed by a
Basking Sheet on the north shore of Colebrook Lake on 16 June. Another Grass Snake was seen
on 28 August swimming towards Tern Island (being closely followed by a Great Crested Grebe!).

One Common Lizard was reported between Grove and Colebrook Lakes by Dr Sue Dent on 2 July.
A Slow Worm was also observed by B Archer on 30 September on the riverside path
approximately 20m west of the conveyor. | am grateful to members who provided the information
detailed above.

Summary

Overall this has been a disappointing year for reptiles and may have been the result of the severe
2009/10 Winter period. That being said it was pleasing to see reported sightings of Common
Lizard and Slow Worm on the site as there have been no recent recording of either species in
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recent years. Finally, | would ask members not to forget to report sightings of reptiles either on the
form in the hides or direct to me on cbimages@ntlworld.com.
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Appendix A. PROFILE OF THE RESERVE

The Moor Green Lakes Nature Reserve lies partly within the area administered by Wokingham
District Council and partly within the Borough of Bracknell Forest. The River Blackwater, which
forms the boundary between the counties of Berkshire and Hampshire, runs close to the southern
boundary of the reserve. To the north is Finchampstead Ridges, an area administered by the
National Trust. A map of the reserve appears at Appendix H.

The reserve covers an area of approximately 36 hectares (90 acres), the majority of which lies
within the flood plain of the River Blackwater. It contains three lakes formed out of flooded gravel
pits which are bordered by areas of grassland, planted coppice and wildflower meadow. Two of the
lakes, Colebrook Lake North and Colebrook Lake South, are separated by an elongated island
through the centre of which runs the old water course of the Colebrook Cut. The third lake, Grove
Lake, lies immediately to the east separated by a narrow strip of land. Within the lakes are several
gravel-capped islands and gravel beaches.

An important feature of the reserve is the presence of sluices, at the exit of the Colebrook Cut and
from Colebrook Lake into the River Blackwater, which allow the level of the water in Colebrook
Lakes North and South to be controlled within certain limits. By this method, muddy margins can
be exposed ahead of the main spring and autumn passage of wading birds.

Overall management of the reserve is under the control of a Steering Group comprised of
representatives of CEMEX Ltd., Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership, Wokingham District
Council and the Moor Green Lakes Group. Practical day-to-day management and the collection,
recording, assessment and dissemination of information about the reserve is undertaken by the
Moor Green Lakes Group, which was established in 1993. The group committee members are
listed in Appendix F. The necessary costs of the Group not covered by membership subscriptions
are met by CEMEX. Membership is open to all with an interest in the reserve, its wildlife and its
management,

Public access to the reserve is restricted to the viewing hides provided by CEMEX which overlook
respectively Colebrook Lake North and Grove Lake (see map at Appendix H). Unfortunately
vandalism has meant that the hides cannot be left permanently open, but members of the public
may use the hides whenever they are in use by members of the group (who have access at any
time). The Colebrook Lake hide incorporates a viewing window for observers in wheelchairs. When
the hides are locked, views over the scrapes adjacent to the hides can be obtained from the
screened viewing points alongside the hides. Views across the reserve can also be obtained from
viewing points along the footpath, which runs along the western and southern sides of the reserve.

The main access to the reserve is from Lower Sandhurst Road where a car park has been
provided (Ordnance Survey grid reference SU805628). The shortest access to the Grove Lake
hide is from the Rambler's Car Park at the entrance to the Horseshoe Lake Water Sports Centre
off Mill Lane (grid reference SU820620).
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Appendix B. ANNUAL BIRD REPORT 2010

EVERSLEY GRAVEL PITS (INC MOOR GREEN LAKES RESERVE)

MUTE SWAN

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D
49 38 20 - 6 7 14 9 19 24 24 22

A pair bred on Horseshoe Lake and produced five cygnets which moved to nearby Yateley GP.
Two pairs bred on the Hampshire side; one brood of three fledged but the other brood of three
perished.

GREYLAG GOOSE

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S 0] N D

72 50 12 9 18 16 25 11 54 39 - -

Most records related to nocturnal roosts, which utilised Colebrook North in the early year and the
new workings in autumn. Two broods were hatched at Fox Lane, with six young noted on May 1st
but possibly only two fledging.

SNOW GOOSE
The single survivor of the feral flock was seen with Canadas on five dates between Jan 4th and
Feb 2nd, then on July 25th, Sep 10th and Oct 9th.

CANADA GOOSE
Monthly maxima:
J F M A M J J A S @) N D
353 220 122 - - 55 214 390 300 165 186 151

Most records related to nocturnal roosts, with mature lakes preferred in the winter months but the
new workings in autumn. Numbers were much reduced compared with 2009, when a maximum of
716 was noted in August. Breeding was under-recorded, with only two broods noted.

BARNACLE GOOSE

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D

17 17 0 7 6 0 0 15 1 14 15 14

The local feral flock, which peaked at 237 in autumn 2001, continues to decline. In January and
early February it comprised 16 and two hybrids, but on returning to the site in late August there
were 14 and two hybrids. A single bird which consorted with Greylags was also recorded
intermittently.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D

9 1 6 10 6 6 42 100 162 67+ 18 11

Successful breeding was recorded at Horseshoe Lake (5 young), the Jet Ski pit (7) and Manor
Lake (2). Post-breeding nocturnal roosting on the new workings and Fox Lane was noted from late
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July with peak counts of 143 on Sep 24th and 162, a new record, on Sep 30th (JMC). Most arrived
from unknown feeding areas to the west. Numbers in the opening quarter and the final two months
were evidently low although this may reflect a lack of dusk and dawn counts when the highest
numbers are present.

SHELDUCK
One or two were seen on seven dates between Feb 28th and Apr 22nd with three on Apr 12th.
Subsequently, there was a female on June 4th and a juvenile on July 24th.

MANDARIN

This species is under-recorded due to its crepuscular habits. The only counts in excess of six were
of eight on the playing field pit (Hampshire) on Jan 4th and 18 flying west along the river by the
new workings at dusk on Aug 27th. Five nest boxes were used by Mandarins this year, 77 eggs
were laid and 58 hatched between May 25th and June 4th. At least one of the boxes was shared
by two females based on the laying rate being greater than one egg per day.

WIGEON

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D
249 412 297 17 - 2 - - 38 93 193 100

Early year records spanned the period up to Apr 1st with a peak of 412 on Feb 2nd. There was an
unseasonal record of a pair on June 18th (BMA). Returns were noted from Sep 4th although
numbers were low in December, possibly due to the water and nearby meadows being frozen over
for much of the month.

GADWALL
Monthly maxima:
J F M A M J J A S @) N D

132 117 55 8 12 8 1 6 6 56 61 156
Six pairs were present in early May but only one was proved to breed. A female was seen with a
brood of 11 ducklings on June 20th which had reduced to nine by July 5th.

TEAL
Monthly maxima:
J F M A M J J A S @) N D

41 50 39 9 6 2 2 10 23 8 46 10

Numbers were below average, particularly in the late year, when the count of 46 on Nov 29th was
an isolated peak with no other count exceeding 21. Breeding was possibly attempted. A pair was
present at Moor Green in late April, a male was regularly at Fox Lane and on the new workings
between May 10th and 30th, and a pair was recorded between June 23rd and July 8th.

MALLARD

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D
106 137 25 - - - 51 59 65 20 79 31

The count of 137 on Feb 2nd is the highest since 239 were recorded in January 2001.Three
broods were noted by BMA but that does not reflect the true breeding population in the recording
area.
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PINTAIL

The only records were of a male and female on Jan 25th, one on 26th and two on 27th (BMA et al).
Presumably all referred to the same two individuals. The species has been recorded annually since
1999.

GARGANEY
A male was found on Horseshoe Lake on the morning of May 19th (NS); it had moved to
Colebrook Lake later that day.

SHOVELER
Monthly maxima:
J F M A M J J A S O N D

98 56 32 5 2 0 1 1 18 32 17 27

Numbers were lower than in recent years, particularly in the late year. There were several summer
records, involving a pair at Fox Lane on May 1st, two males on Colebrook North on May 27th and
a female at Moor Green on July 1st. The first return was one on Aug 31st.

RED CRESTED POCHARD
A pair was present on various lakes on the Berkshire side of the river from Dec 13th into 2011
(RFM et al).

POCHARD
Monthly maxima:
J F M A M J J A S @) N D

32 46 16 2 0 0 0 3 33 34 42 52
Numbers were average at both ends of the year. The last in spring was a female on Apr 17th and
the first return a male on Aug 5th.

TUFTED DUCK

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D

281 381* 214 91+ - 33+ 88 116 116 104 167 176

Numbers fluctuated at both ends of the year, largely due to local movements to and from Yateley
GP. The count of 381 on Feb 1st (JMC) was a new site record but late year numbers were below
average. Breeding numbers were under-recorded, the only reports of broods involving three at
Manor Lake in late June and two at Fox Lane on July 21st.

AYTHYA hybrid
A drake of the type known as Pageté s Pochard was on Col ebrook
individual which has wintered with Pochard at Yateley GP for the last six winters.

GOLDENEYE
Two adult males were present until Jan 31st, with one remaining until Mar 13th. An adult male
returnedon Nov 13t h, with two from Nwimer Balerwds noted ort
Nov 29th only.

GOOSANDER
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Monthly maxima of roosting birds:

J F M A M J J A S O N D

52 a7 33 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 63 118

Early year numbers were a little below average and peaked at 52 (27 adult males) on Jan 4th. Only
two were seen after Mar 13th and the last was a female present until Apr 5th. A first-winter male
present from Oct 16th was the earliest ever return. There was a rapid build up from late November
which coincided with a severe spell of weather, with 63 (24 adult males) on 29th rising to 118 on
Dec 5th (IHB) with 104 still present two days later (BMA). These are the highest counts since 184
were recorded on Jan 12th 1997. Numbers fell in the second half of Dece mber with a maximum of
58 on Dec 20th. Most birds leave the recording area during the day, moving to waters such as
Yateley GP and Tundry Pond to feed.

RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE
The only reports were from the new workings, with two on Aug 8th and 23rd and three on Nov 7th.

LITTLE GREBE

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S 0] N D

0 3 2 2 3 1 5 5 5 2 1 0

A poor year, but probably under-recorded due to its secretive habits. At least one pair bred on
Manor Lake, raising two juveniles.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D

7 5 10 - - 15 20 27 32 19 13 6

The count of 32 on Sep 24th (JMC) was the highest ever. Five, possibly 6, pairs bred successfully.
Fledged juveniles were recorded on the Berkshire side at Colebrook Lake (1) and Horseshoe Lake
(2) and on the Hampshire side at Playing Field pit (3), Jet-Ski pit (1) and Fox Lane (2). A pair
attempted breeding on Grove Lake although it is not known if an independent juvenile seen there
in September was reared by these birds.

CORMORANT

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D

22 19 19 1 1 1 8 7 9 11 36 6

Numbers were generally below average with a maximum of 36 roosting on Grove Lake island on
Nov 13th. Few were seen in December due to most still water being frozen over. The chick colour
ringed CJX at Abberon Reservoir, Essex on Apr 26th 2009, first reported on Nov 25th 2009, was
seen regularly between Jan 30th and Mar 21st.

LITTLE EGRET

Up to three were present almost daily from Jan 16th to Feb 21st, then only singles until Mar 15th.
There were further sightings of singles on Apr 23rd and May 26th. Two were at Fox Lane on July
21st, and subsequently one was there or at Moor Green on five dates up to Aug 27th. One or two
were regular in November from 7th until 28th but in December the only records were of singles on
5th and 31st. This species has now been recorded in every month of the year since the first was
seen in August 1998.
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GREY HERON
One pair was as at | east year o0s nest site
unknown. The maximum recorded count was five on Aug 27th.

RED KITE

One was recorded on Feb 21st, then two on Mar 22nd and singles on three April dates. One or two
were noted on nine dates between May 24th and July 17th and finally one on Aug 18th. Most of
these records will refer to wandering first year birds.

MARSH HARRIER
A female was seen over the new workings before 0900 hrs on Aug 29th (CRG). There are only
three previous records, in April 1998 and in August and September 2009.

SPARROWHAWK
Recorded in February and every month from June to December. One observed carrying prey
northwards over Colebrook North on June 30th suggests a nest towards Finchampstead Ridges.

COMMON BUZZARD
Recorded regularly with a maximum of six of Mar 6th and Apr 1st. Pairs breed nearby but there
was no evidence of nesting within the recording area.

OSPREY
One circled the new workings at 15:55 hrs on Mar 18th before continuing north-west (TE). Around
the 23rd bird for the recording area, and the earliest ever, following one on Mar 31st 1998.

KESTREL
One and twos were regularly recorded but the only evidence of local breeding was provided by two
probable juveniles seen on July 24th.

HOBBY

Regularly recorded between Apr 25th and Sep 25th, particularly from late August onwards, when
there were virtually daily sightings including five on Sep 12th. This indicates the presence of at
least one family party and suggests local breeding.

PEREGRINE
Single birds were reported on Mar 21st, Apr 1st (adult male), May 30th, July 21st (adult), Oct 16th
and 17th (probable female) and Dec 27th.

WATER RAIL
Under-recorded. Singles were noted on Jan 9th, Mar 8th and Oct 7th.

MOORHEN

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D
- 5 11 - - - 10 12 20 18 15 12
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The above counts are likely to underestimate the true numbers present. The only report of
breeding involved an adult with three young at Moor Green on June 4th.

COoOoT

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D
387 242 122 - - - 143 130 195 252 275 418

The count of 418 on Dec 22nd (JMC) was a new site record. Numbers were swelled by birds
frozen out from nearby Yateley GP. The previous maximum was of 330 in December 2004. Many
pairs breed but no survey has been attempted in recent years.

OYSTERCATCHER
Five records: singles on Apr 19th and 27th, 3 flying over on May 16th (GJD), and further singles on
May 26th and July 24th. Recorded annually since 2003.

AVOCET

One was present briefly on Tern Island on Apr 24th (NS). A second occurrence involved a first-
winter present from Oct 11th-16th (NS, BMA et al), enabling many to appreciate a Berkshire rarity.
There are two previous records for Apr 26th 1992 and Apr 20th 2007. Note that three of the four
records have occurred between Apr 20th and 24th.

First-winter Avocet, Oct 16th (Marek Walford).

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER

Breeding birds recorded from Mar 18th (which is precisely the mean arrival date for the previous 17
years) until July 31st. Four pairs attempted breeding, with the first juveniles recorded on June 5th
and a minimum of six juveniles fledging. The maximum of 12 including six juveniles was seen on
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July 4th (GCS). Records of presumed passage birds in August were: two on 5th, three on 6th, two
on 9th/10th, four on 11th, two on 13th, one on 18th and eight on the 28th (NS).

RINGED PLOVER
In spring, singles on May 22nd and 25th, and four on 29th. Returning singles on Aug 11th, 16th,
21st, 28th and juveniles on Sep 8th and 10th.

LAPWING

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D
182 400 50 5 9 60 112 160 85 55 230 189

Approximately 3 or 4 pairs (cf 6 in 2009) hatched 7 young, but none appeared to fledge
successfully.

DUNLIN

A poor showing this year. Singles in winter plumage on Mar 10th and May 30th, in summer
plumage on July 22nd/23rd, 28th/29th and Aug 3rd/4th and a first-winter from Oct 12th-16th. A
total 13 bird-days, although probably only six individuals involved (cf 55 bird days in 2009).

JACK SNIPE
Only one record this year, of one on Plover Island on Nov 6th (RCM), but probably overlooked.

SNIPE

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D
4 5 4 3 0 0 2 4 6 4 7 7

Recorded until Apr 24th. First returns from July 16th. No indications of breeding.

WOODCOCK
One flew over mid-morning on Nov 28th while the ringing team were operating on the NE bank of
Colebrook North (TGB). The first record since 2004.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT
One was on the new workings on Mar 20th (IHB) and another in summer plumage on Tern Island
on July 5th (GJD). Recorded annually since 2003.

WHIMBREL

Three records: a flock of 28 downed by rain on East Fen at 09:20 hrs on May 8th(IHB), one on May
20th (JR) and two on May 21st (NS). Recorded annually since 2003. The previous largest flock
was of eight on May 5th 2008.

CURLEW
Singletons on Mar 25th (NS) and July 13th (heard only) (MS). Two winter birds on Dec 27th (JRd).
Recorded in 13 of the past 21 years.

COMMON SANDPIPER
Monthly maxima:
J F M A M J J A S O N D
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0 0 0 3 2 0 3 6 3 0 0 0
The spring migration was from Apr 5th to May 24th; max of three on Apr 21st. Return passage was
from July 14th to Sep 20th; max of six on Aug. 23rd.

GREEN SANDPIPER

Monthly Maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D

1 2 4 7 0 6 6 6 7 3 2 1

Recorded from Jan 21st to Apr 19th with a maximum of seven on Apr 9th (NS), the highest ever
spring count. The first birds returning from breeding in northern Europe were recorded on June
26th. Maximum counts were of seven on Sep 3rd and 13th. Latest report was Dec 10th. The
absence of records in the mid winter periods is probably the result of reduced observer coverage
and the birds seeking more sheltered areas of the Blackwater Valley.

GREENSHANK
Five records of single birds: Apr 22nd, May 27th, July 25th, Aug 17th and 28th.

REDSHANK

A presumed migrant on Mar 1st. Returns from Mar 17th with up to three pairs present until June
29th. No young seen again this year, although plenty of courting and mating activity. Autumn
passage records involved three on July 17th and singles on July 23rd, from Aug 27th-Sep 2nd and
Nov 7th, a late date for this species..

TURNSTONE
The only record was of one brought down by rain on May 8th (IHB). Recorded annually since 2006
except in 2009.

BLACK HEADED GULL

Monthly maxima for the site:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D

10 60 100 - - 18 13 30 48 20 88 51

The breeding colony on Tern Island on Colebrook Lake North has continued to deteriorate
because of predation of the nests, probably by feral American Mink. Very late nesting this year and
numbers well down. Seven chicks present on July 3rd when five were ringed 1 three with colour
rings. Two about 2-3 days old were not ringed. Several nests still being incubated. Further
predation of Tern Island overnight on the June 12th/13th so no young fledged this year.

COMMON GULL

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D

27 10+ 21 - - - 1 - 1 3 17 5

The maximum count was of 27 on Jan 17th. Recorded until Mar 24th and from July 20th. Roosted
occasionally in small numbers.

LESSER BLACK BACKED GULL

Monthly maxima (principally at roost)

J F M A M J J A S @) N D
- 60 6 - 6 2 2 300 640 1450 1100 48
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Recorded in all months. Large numbers continued to roost in autumn, usually on Fox Lane or the
new workings. Two colour ringed birds were identified while on the frozen lake: on Dec 23rd, one
trapped at Rainham landfill site by the Thames in London five days previously and, on Dec 31st,
one trapped at Pitsea landfill site in Essex on Feb 20th 2010 (RCM).

HERRING GULL

Monthly maxima (principally at roost)
J F M A M J J A S O N D
- 3 - - 1 - 1 1 2 12

w
N

YELLOW LEGGED GULL

Monthly maxima (principally at roost)

J F M A M J J A S O N D
1 2 - - - - 3 1 1 12
The maximum was 12 roosting on the new workings on Oct 25th.

w
=

GREAT BLACK BACKED GULL
The only records were of adult on Jan 16th (IHB) and a third-winter on Feb 5th (BMA).

COMMON TERN

Recorded from Apr 21st to July 28th. Up to 20 adults (cf 22 in 2009 and 27 in 2008) present during
the breeding period. Five juveniles hatched by July 13th when (presumed) Mink attacked the
colony. Some (probably 2) young were able to escape to the scrape, and had fledged and
departed by July 28th. Two passage birds on Sep 13th (BMA).

ARCTIC TERN
The only record was of an adult from 08:00 to 08:25 hrs on May 8th (IHB, NS).

STOCK DOVE

Ten nest boxes were occupied and 17 clutches were monitored, establishing that 36 eggs were
laid, 18 hatched and 7 fledged. Monitoring stopped on June 1st. Stock Doves continue nesting
until the end of October. The maximum reported was 18 on Aug 9th.

WOOD PIGEON
The maximum reported was of 35 on June 29th

CUCKOO

One singing male was recorded on eight dates between May 1st and June 5th. On June 29th a
juvenile was seen perched in the dead tree next to East Fen, suggesting that it may have recently
fledged from a Reed Warbler nest (NS, BMA).

BARN OWL

72 records of one or two birds throughout all months except July. The boxes were surveyed on
June 25th finding a pair of adults and six eggs. On a subsequent inspection the eggs were proven
to be infertile.

LITTLE OWL
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Pairs were present in at least three territories. Breeding was successful, with one nest of three
young ringed on June 2nd. One of these was found dead on June 23rd.

TAWNY OWL
Under recorded. One on Oct 9th and one frequently seen in a hole in a tree on the Hampshire side
of the river from Dec 10th until March 2011.

SHORT-EARED OWL
One between Oct 15th and 18th when photographed (GJD, RFM). There are four previous records
for October 1988, September 1993, April 2005 and May 2006.

SWIFT
Recorded from Apr 25th until Aug 18th with a maximum of 100+ on May 1st.

KINGFISHER
Recorded in all months except January. Two pairs probably bred successfully. A juvenile and adult
female were caught and ringed on Aug 8th.

GREEN WOODPECKER
An adult and juvenile were recorded on July 8th.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER
There were five reports of singles, usually in trees by the river, between Jan 19th and Feb 20th.

CARRION CROW
The maximum recorded was 51 on Sep 30th.

RAVEN

One was heard calling four times in fog over Grove Lake on Dec 29th (JMC). The only previous
records were in January and March 2009. Further records can be expected as the species
continues its eastward expansion.

GOLDCREST
No records until August, possibly the result of the severe 2009/10 winter.

BLUE TIT
Eight nesting attempts in the boxes resulted in just eight fledged young.

GREAT TIT
28 nesting attempts in the nest boxes resulted in 120 fledged young.

COAL TIT
Three records in January, February and November.

SKYLARK
Recorded in all months except August and December. At least three singing males held territory.
The peak counts were of 15 at Fox Lane on Oct 25th and Nov 14th.
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SAND MARTIN
Recorded from Mar 14th to Sep 12th with a maximum 50 on Sep 5th. Breeding was not attempted
due to lack of nesting sites.

SWALLOW
Recorded between Mar 30th and Oct 2nd with a maximum of ca. 350 in a pre-roost gathering over
the new workings and Fox Lane on July 25th.

HOUSE MARTIN
Recorded between Mar 22nd and Oct 17th with a maximum of ca. 200 following cattle that were
disturbing insects on Sep 5th (RFM).

CHIFFCHAFF
Recorded between Mar 17th and Nov 13th.

WILLOW WARBLER
Recorded from Mar 25th to Sep 1st.

BLACKCAP
Recorded from Mar 26th until Nov 26th.

GARDEN WARBLER
Recorded from Apr 19th until Aug 18th.

LESSER WHITETHROAT
Singles on Apr 22nd and 25th, and on May 3rd at a different location. Both were probably passage
birds.

WHITETHROAT
Recorded from Apr 12th until Sep 7th.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
The only record was of one on Apr 23rd (NS). Recorded annually since 2004.

SEDGE WARBLER
Recorded from Apr 8th to Sep 3rd.

REED WARBLER
Recorded from Apr 24th to July 19th.

NUTHATCH
Successfully bred in nest box, seven young fledged.

STARLING
The maximum recorded was 50, including juveniles, on July 7th.

FIELDFARE
Recorded until Mar 13th and from Nov 20th with a maximum of only nine on Nov 22nd.
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REDWING
Recorded until Mar 22nd and from Oct 14th with a maximum of 75 on Jan 19th.

MISTLE THRUSH
Two juveniles seen on May 29th suggested local breeding.

WHINCHAT
Only recorded in autumn, with two on Aug 27th, and one on Sep 4th, 5th and 7th.

STONECHAT
Recorded in all months except February. Breeding was confirmed this year with a record of a male
and three juveniles on the new workings on June 26th (IHB).

WHEATEAR
In spring, one or two on six dates between Mar 19th and May 15th. In autumn, one on July 31st
and two males on Sep 10th.

YELLOW WAGTAIL
In spring, singletons on Apr 11th, 21st and May 8th. In autumn, singletons on Aug 18th, and 28th
and two on Sep 15th.

GREY WAGTAIL
Recorded in all months. One or two pairs bred.

PIED WAGTAIL
A maximum of 24 was recorded on July 25th, although no counts were made of the roost at the
gravel works at Fox Lane.

WHITE WAGTAIL
Singletons of this sub-species of Pied Wagtail were recorded on Apr 2nd (GR), 19th (NS, BMA)
and May 3rd (GR).

MEADOW PIPIT
Recorded until May 20th and from Sep 10th. A roost at Fox Lane held 48 on Oct 25th and 40 on
Nov 14th.

BRAMBLING
Recorded as follows: four on Mar 30th, one on Apr 2nd and 3rd, three on Oct 5th and singles on
Oct 14th, Nov 9th and Dec 5th.

GOLDFINCH
The maximum recorded was of 60 on thistles at Fox Lane on July 25th. Other counts did not
exceed 20.

SISKIN
Recorded until Mar 13th and from Sep 28th apart from one flying over on May 22nd (NS).
Recorded numbers were low, with a maximum of 60 on Dec 29th.
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LINNET

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S O N D
- 10 11 6 8 - 2 2+ - 6 10 8

Recorded in most months with a maximum of 11 at Moor Green on Mar 8th. At least one pair
probably bred at Fox Lane.

LESSER REDPOLL
Recorded until Apr 12th (max 50 on Feb 25th) and from Nov 7th (max 100 on Nov 23rd).

COMMON (or MEALY) REDPOLL

Two were present on Nov 27th (AB), and one was caught and ringed by the feeders at Colebrook
North the next day (TGB). See photo below. The only previous record was of one on Dec 12th
2007.

.4 ¥

:
A

Ls.ser Rédpoll (left) and Mealy Redpoll (right) trapped at Moor Green on Nov 28th (TGB).

=y ¢
A
1”

CROSSBILL

One was seen flying over Grove Lake on Oct 7th (NS). Recorded in five previous years, most
recently in 1999.

BULLFINCH

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @) N D
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4 5 2 - - - - 2 - - 2 -
This maximum count of this elusive species was of five on Feb 4th and 7th.

YELLOWHAMMER
One or two were regularly recorded between Feb 17th and Nov 6th, with a pair breeding
successfully on the new workings.

REED BUNTING

Monthly maxima:

J F M A M J J A S @] N D

2 - 5 2 2 6 1 - 15 - 1 1

At least three males held territory with one pair at least breeding successfully. A maximum of 15
was recorded on Sep 26th.

Other species recorded:
Pheasant, Feral Pigeon, Collared Dove, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Magpie, Jay, Jackdaw, Rook,

Long-tailed Tit, Treecreeper, Wren, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Robin, Dunnock, House Sparrow,
Chaffinch and Greenfinch.

LIST OF OBSERVERS

B.M.Archer R.J.Godden J.Reed

T.G.Ball Mrs M.Griffin Mrs C.Rose
D.J.Barker J.Heritage P.Scott

Prof I.H.Brown A.Hutchison J.B.Sheridan
A.Byn M.Lenney N.Silver
J.Burleigh (JoB) A.E.Little M.Sklar
MrsJ.Burleigh D.Lowther L.Spiers
R.Cheeseman M.G.McCarthy G.C.Stephenson
J.M.Clark R.F.Milligan C.D.Taylor
P.J.Crowley R.C.Murfitt L.Thorn
J.N.Dixon E.Napper M.Walford
G.J.Duffus D.Nash R.M.Warden
T.Edie N.R.Peters J.E.Warren
L.Everett M.G.Philpott S.Weeks
T.Finnegan C.Proudley J.Westmacott
C.R.Gent G.Randall Mrs R.Westmacott

Other observers only known to recorder by initials: GWB, JB, CC, CDC, MLOJ, MWJ, KL, BM, DM,
APN, DPN, DN, JN, SN, JRO, AP, MP, NCP, NGP, AS, FS, VV, LW.
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EVERSLEY GRAVEL PITS (inc MOOR GREEN LAKES)
BIRD SPECIES LIST 1990-2010
Abbreviations: -

CODE
2
1*
1%
1%
1%
1%

= = = = =
PRSI S Rl SR S I i SRS

CODE

Copyright

R - Resident
B - Breeding
S - Summer Visitor

W - Winter Visitor
P - Passage Migrant
WV - Recorded on 3 or less occasions

SPECIES

Mute Swan

Bewick's Swan
Taiga-Bean Goose
Pink-Footed Goose
White-Fronted Goose

Codes: -

See Bird Recording Notes

90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09
RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBEW RBW RBW RBW RBEW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW RBW

v

Lesser White-Fronted Goose

Greylag Goose
Snow Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Egyptian Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Shelduck

Wood Duck
Mandarin Duck
Wigeon

Gadwall

Teal

Teal Green Winged
Mallard

Pintail

Garganey
Shoveler
Red-Crested Pochard

SPECIES

Pochard

Ring Necked Duck
Tufted Duck
Scaup
Long-Tailed Duck
Common Scoter
Goldeneye

Smew
Red-Breasted
Merganser
Goosander

Ruddy Duck
Red-Legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Pheasant
Cormorant

Shag

Bittern

Litte Egret

Grey Heron

LitHe Grebe
Great-Crested Grebe
Red-Necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Honey Buzzard
Red Kite

Marsh Harrier

Hen Harrier
Goshawk
Sparrowhawk
Buzzard

Osprey

Kestrel

Red Footed Falcon
Merlin

Hobby
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