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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE T WENTY FOURTH REPORT OF THE
MOOR GREEN LAKES GROUP

Adrian Hobbs, Chairman

Once again, | am delighted to welcome you to the Moor Green Lakes Group (MGLG) annual
report. This report records the wildlife activities at Moor Green Lakes in Finchampstead and
details the conservation work performed during 204@ain, lain Oldcorn has edited the
report and | am indebted to him for this.

Our group of dedicated recorders collect a great deal of information, in the many wildlife
surveys carried out through the year. In the summer, Liz and Andy Scott had toisalinqu
their roles as Nestbox Monitors, as they were moving from the area. At the end of the year,
John Westmacott stood down as Butterfly Recorder. His role will be taken over by Paul
Richards in 2017. We are indebted to Liz, Andy and John for all theirviarkl for the

group. In addition to our team of recorders, the Reading and Basingstoke Ringing group have
again visited the reserve to ring the birds active at the site.

Throughout the year, the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP) and our own
volunteers carry out essential maintenance at the reserve. Without their dedication to the
many necessary tasks, the reserve would get out of control, become overgrown and
unmanageable. For the BVCP, Stuart Croft leads his team for the Tuesday workpitintie

the additional help from volunteers. During the y®aater Scottvas joined by Duncan Clark,

Jane Heritage and Jon Needes to lead the Sunday work parties. Volunteers are always
wanted, so if you want some healthy outdoor activity in wonderful sndiags, please sign

up to join the volunteers.

Towards the end of 2016, planning permission was obtained to extend the car park on Lower
Sandhurst Road. Financial assistance is now being sought to help fund the extension. The
extension should help ovenme the problems experienced when the car park is too full to
accommodate all the visitors.

After the AGM, a presentation was given by Dr Dick Shaw, UK Country Director at the
Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences International (CABI). His fascinatiegemtation
entitled Alnvasive Weeds and Natureds Answert
to fight back against many of the species which invade the countryside and waterways.

We again held an open day in September and although the weatherodashgonumber of

new visitors was limited. Those visitors who did come appeared to have enjoyed their visit.
However, as many of the visitors were regular attenders, it was thought that holding open
days annually was probably too frequent. No open ddybeiheld in 2017.

The report is full of interesting and informative material. | hope that you find it both
enjoyable and educational.
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CHAPTER 2

Practical Site Management Repor01/2016 till 03/2017

By Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP)

For the Annual Report, this year we have changedsummarise practical tasks over the
financial, rather than calendar year. To ensure the spring gap is recordeslinimery
covers January 2016 unMarch 2017. These notes relate to the following mvagch group

the tasks by activity (colour of key in brackets), to show where the practical site management
has been achieved.

Clearing and mowing paths (yellow)

In addition to work maintaining access to the reserve along the public footpaths and
bridleways, the internal routes for rangers, volunteers, surveyors andoad®rs have been

cut back. We also cut paths for the August Open Day and-shaiad hazardousees. We
completed oumproject to remove lower branches on the Blackwater Valley Path oy Mo
Green Lakes to reduce the unpopuarddytunneteffect.

Vegetation cleared / treated (green)

Cutting of riparian scrub and brambles is an important part of our work to prevent the loss of
our valuable wildflower meadows that would otherwise beconmeoached by scrub. Our
efforts are focused on specific habitats such as; the-$acitig bee bank on the NW side of
Colebrook Lakeor the maintaining a low sward on Long Island for overwintering wildfowl.
Where possible we focus our efforts on areas thatbe easily seen by visitors. Successive
herbicide treatment of willowegrowth has been invaluable at reducing the volunteer
workload. We also coppiced hazel and cut in front of the hides andibinihg screens.

Hedgelaying (purple)
The remaininghedge has been laid bESaE
Colebrook Hide which looks . E
finishing off this length, and provides &
dense |l ow l'iving

footpath and bridlewaytahe far end by
the river, relaying pleachd hedge that
were laid by Tony E and Steve Bailey 1
years ago. Our heddaying is always very | ’
popular with visitors and here opens up 3

previously shaded and ogeown path Volunteers laying hedge biié river with
section Jenny.

Hay cut meadow (orange)

Volunteers helped us with haytting areas that are not datgrazed, such as the bifekeder
paddock, in front of Colebrook Hide and south west of Long Island. Here successive cutting
and removal of hay has reduced nutrients for the vigorous grass, and promoted a low sward
for wildflowers and a view from the hid®egular bramble clearance on central north Grove
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Lake now means we have a sotabing wildflower meadow rich in betony. Our volunteer
hay cut helps promote this important habitat in addition to the light cattle grazing.

Removed island vegetation (browh

To maintain exposed gravel nesting sites, we cleared vegetation from Tern and Plover Islands
with the debrisferried off to form habitat piles. Vegetation was cleared from scrapes and
bunds in front of bothides, south west Long Island and by Grove Hm@rovide wader
foraging niches and better views.

Grazing i goats and cows
We have ceased goat grazing of Long Island, bece
the necessary goat checking and limitations it cau
on volunteer tasks became unsustainable. However#
cattle continue d be put to good use keeping th.
meadows open and reducing scrub encroachment o
remote lake edges. We herded adventurous escge.
cows on a few occasions. Our active managemen
Moor Green Lakes helps to provide a mosaic £
different habitats and imease biodiversity, thanks t
the sterling efforts of our codookers.

Our BeltedGaIIoway Cattle

Fencing (pink line)
We replaced 110m of fencing; just south of the car park by the track and by the bird feeder
paddock.

Projects (pink dots)

The volunteers undertook lots ¢
discrete projects which are listed O
the map key including; installing &%
bench by the river, running the Ope™
Day, unblocking the culvert, restoring: -
the tern rafts, herding escapee covi g "1' '
pulling Himalayan balsam, chain ,"
sawinghazardous treesVe have alsoj
been working closely with the’"’
Environment Agency to remove thi
invasive plant, floating pennywor.
which has found on the Rive.
Blackwater by Moor Green Lakes.

Duncan Jomlng Jenny & Stuart
to remove floating pennywort from the river.
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BVCP Ranger Report 2016/17
Stuart Croft, Countryside Ranger, BVCP
Over the2016/17financid yearwe spen#3ranger days managing Moor Green Lakes which
exceeded our Cemex income of £9,270A4% 2 0 . This doegamgetdays ncl ud
spent managing the public rights of way aroiabr Green Lakes and Manor Farm, or the 7
days spent removingvasivefloating pennywort from the River.

To ensure we record all the volunteer work, this section calerperiod fromJanuary 2016
till March 2017.

Summary of Volunteers on practicaltasks

01/2016- 03/2017 2015
Volunteer tasks No. of No. of Average No. of tasks No. of Average
tasks | voluntees | per task voluntees | per task
MGLG (usually Sundays) 11 139 12 9 87 10
BVCP (usually Tues) 13 105 8 8 90 11
Corporate & Community 3 61 20 3 29 10
Minor Projects 20 19 1 22 37 2
Individual Volunteers 2 45 2 45
Total Volunteer tasks 48 369 43 288
Value of Volunteers
01/2016- 03/2017 2015
No. Value Subtotal No. Value Subtotal
£/day £ £/day £
Volunteers 326 50 16,3® 288 50 14,400
Volunteer Leaders 43 150 6,450 reco:\(lj(()atd NA NA
Total Value 22,750 14,400

Thanks to the efforts of our new volunteer
tasks. Also, our volunteer leaders have been invaluable assisting with the corporate and
community tasks (like thes1Shinfield Brownies), ad organising smaller tasks such as
pulling Himalayan Balsam and fixing signs.

For this report, we have also costed volunteer leaders to reflect the added value that Moor
Green Lakes benefits from, with their skills leading volunteers or using machieegt®
days. The total value of volunteer time spent on site is £22,750.

Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped us achieve so much on the conservation
tasks. Most practical tasks are undertakenBbackwater Valley Countryside Volunteers
(usually Tuesdays) and thB®IGL Volunteers(usually Sundays). They were also supported

by:
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Minor project volunteers

There are lots of tasks on site which require a sngsass oY i kil
team of MGLG, BVC volunteers or worlssss ey M
placement students. One such job was installinji ' i
new damated bench by the Blackwater River wi
students from Merrist Wood College. Other jo
include responding to escapee cowlsain sawing
fallen trees, and pulling balsam.

Individual volunteers
The regular assistance of a rota of dedica
volunteers hagroved invaluable for checkintpe
cdtle, which required the equivalent of5 days
input. Thanks to Peter for liaising with tigeazier
andorgansing the volunteer codookers.

Volunteers & Charlotte replacing th¢
fence by the car park.

Corporate & community groups

For opening up the scrape on the SW corner @fd.Island the Tuesday volunteers were
joined by 6 colleagues from Xylem Water Solutions. We also recruited students from the
Royal Grammar School in Guildford to work on Goose Island, and a bumper hatil of 1
Shinfield Brownies and leaders to cut lakesidiow. It was great to get the young people
involved with the support of their teachers /leaders and our volunteer leaders.

Special thanks

This season we were joined by three new volunteer leaders, Duncén JolarNeedes and
Jane Heritagewho have ben i nvaluable in running the
training and support and they are settling in well.

The volunteer leaders Simon Weeks andylgiston have been a great help tasks Both

also contribute great deal behind the scenes inclgdidealing with issues on site, recruiting
volunteers ongoing maintenance and repairing the motorscyti#dso thanks to the
committee for their help on practical projects including, Steve Arnold, Roger Murfitt, John
Westmacott, and Adrian for organisirajd of other projects, including balsam pulling tasks.

A special thank you is more than deserved by Peter Scott, who after many years running the
Sunday tasks has now stepped down. His dedication to the Moon Gages has been
second to none&ften goirg beyond the call of duty paddling out to check on the Long Island
Goats, ferrying task kit, and being happy to assist with emergency call outs. | fondly
remember one winter perching with Peter on Colebrook Hide as we hurriedly tacked down
the flapping roting felt in the howling rain. Thank you, Peter.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped at Moor Green Lakes on tasks that without
their efforts would not have been possible.
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CHAPTER 3
REPORT ON BIRDS 2016
Bird recorder: Roger Murfitt

A total of 137 species (and recognizable subspecies) were recorded on the Moor Green Lakes
recording area during the year.

During the first winter period of 2016, the single adult male Smew remained in residence
until early March whilst Goosander numbers wenspectacular with a peak count of 31 at
roost in January. Oystercatcher was first seen frofhFebruary and there was an early
Ringed plover over the New Workings off February. A very scarce visitor was a male
Common scoter seen briefly on Colebrdakke North during a Wetland Bird Survey count

of the site on 19 March. This normally segoing duck can occasionally be seen on inland
waters on passage but this was the first here since 1994.

There was a good spring passage of waders which was Hejplesv water levels on the
New Workings, due to pumping out of water which exposed lots of spits and islands. There
was a very productive few days in May with a Wood Sandpiper and 6 Greensharfksdon 9
Dunlin, 2 Sanderlings and 2 Turnstones off' Hhd a Whimbrel, 2 Grey Plovers and 4
Ringed Plovers on 1M Other passage waders included two separate records oftBlstk
Godwit in March and April, up to 5 Common and up to 4 Green Sandpipers. Suitable winds
during April brought a marked inland movementLittle Gulls across the country and Moor
Green Lakes shared in this with
an adult on 1% and a
summer on 14,

Other scarce migrants included
a Black Redstart on the New
Workings on 1% April, 2
Mediterranean Gulls on botH'4
and 11" Aprii and an
unseasonal Shedared Owl
which was seen being mobbed
by Blackheaded Gulls over the
New Workings on 22 May.
For the first time since
recording began on the site in
1990 there were no records of
Cuckoo in 2016, which is
indicative of the dramatic
decline undergone by this
species in recent years!

Black redstart on New Workings at
Moor Green Lakes, 17th April 2016
(G Duffus)
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Breeding activity began in late Feb as Blugaded Gulls began to dispute territories on Tern
Island and a pair of Oystettcher also took up residence there in March. The Oystercatchers
hatched 2 young in early May but unfortunately one of these was lost, though they did
succeed in rearing the remang chick to fledging. A pair of Shelduck was seen investigating

the new impoved underground chamber meant for this species on Plover island, but there
was no evidence of successful breeding this year. Blaekled Gulls were present in good
numbers in March and early April (around 70 at peak) but then numbers fell sharply-in mid
April leaving a smaller number to nest. There were at least 16 nests, most on the rafts and
Tern island but also two on East fen and one on Plover island. Common Terns also nested on
Tern island with approximately 5 nests. At least one tern chick hadeabghd’ July (most

of the nests were hidden by vegetation) but By iy the terns were no longer visiting Tern
island to feed young and it appears that all nests failed, possibly due to predation.

Lapwings held territory on Tern and Plover islarmg there was no sign of successful
nesting. Up to four Redshank were around the reserve in the Spring but it was a complete
surprise when on ¥8May | noticed a pair were giving alarm calls on Tern Island and | was
able to see that they had hatched 3ngpinside the fenced area. On the following day, the
adults were seen with 2 chicks crossing the path and then the bridleway heading towards East
Fen. Later one chick was seen with the adults in East fen, so at least one had survived the
perilous journeyrom the island through hedges, ditches etc. This chick was monitored until

at least halgrown so it appears that one young successfully fledged this year, which is
excellent news for this declining wader species. It was normal service resumed for breeding
Barn Owls after the poor year last year, in fact better than normal with 2 successful pairs in
two of the nest boxes.

Redshank adult with chick on East Fen, Moor Green Lake8,J2fe 2016 (R C Murfitt)

Breeding activity continued in the second halfteé year with around three broods of Tufted
ducks seen and it was good to see an adult Little Ringed Plover with young on the New
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