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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION TO THE TWENTY SIXTH   REPORT OF THE  

MOOR GREEN LAKES GROUP 
 

Adrian Hobbs, Chairman 

 

Welcome to the twenty sixth annual report of the Moor Green Lakes Group (MGLG). Each 

year, we report on the wildlife activities at Moor Green Lakes in Finchampstead, Berkshire. 

This report covers the conservation work carried out during 2018. Once again, Iain Oldcorn 

has been responsible for editing the report but there have been many contributors (Ed: Thanks 

also to Bernard Baverstock for his careful proof-reading). 

 

Throughout the year, our dedicated wildlife recorders have collected valuable information from 

their wildlife surveys. During the year, the team was joined by Alan Holmes to cover 

dragonflies and damselflies. 

 

Each year, when food is in short supply, bird feeders around the car park and in the paddock 

are kept stocked with food. For many years, this task was undertaken by Terry Patton. Terry 

stood down at the end of the year but we already had others ready to take over. 

 

The Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP) and our own volunteers have 

continued to provide essential support to carry out the many maintenance tasks that are needed 

to keep the reserve operating. Without their efforts, the reserve would become overgrown and 

unmanageable. After a year as Assistant Ranger, Jenny Sibley was promoted to Ranger. She 

leads her team at the Tuesday work parties with the additional help from volunteers. The 

Sunday volunteer working parties are now led by Duncan Clark, Jane Heritage and Jon Needes. 

After many years, Peter Scott is now taking a back seat regarding the working parties but retains 

responsibility for organising cattle grazing on the reserve. Extra volunteers to join the working 

parties are always welcome. The reserve is a wonderful location for volunteers to take part in 

important healthy outdoor activity.  

 

For many years, we had been planning to extend and refurbish the car park. With the help of 

grants from Finchampstead Parish Council and Wokingham Borough Council, this work has 

now been carried out. The extended car park provides parking for more cars and new internal 

gates have been installed along with new notices. The programme of hedge laying between the 

path and bridleway from the car park to Colebrook Hide has also been completed and the Tern 

raft has been refurbished.  

 

Again, instead of holding an Open Day, it was decided to hold separate events such as mammal 

walks and bird walks. These are advertised to members directly and on our web site. 

 

I trust that you will find the report both enjoyable and educational. It contains much interesting 

and informative material. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Practical Site Management Report 2018 
 

By Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP) 

 

The Annual Report summarise practical tasks over the financial year. This summary covers 1st 

April 2018 until the end of March 2019. The notes relate to the following map which groups 

the tasks by activity (colour of key in brackets), to show where the practical site management 

has been achieved. 

 

Clearing and mowing paths (yellow) 

Public footpaths and bridleways, reserve access points and routes to the ides were cut back 

several times throughout the year. Internal routes for Rangers, volunteers, surveyors and cow-

lookers were also maintained. We used our chainsaws to fell hazardous trees, process fallen 

trees blocking the footpath and cut hazardous overhead branches following our annual tree 

safety survey. 

 

 
Volunteers hedge-laying 

 

Vegetation cleared / treated (green) 

Cutting of riparian scrub and brambles is still an important part of our work to prevent the loss 

of our valuable wildflower meadows that would otherwise become encroached by scrub. Our 

efforts were focused on specific habitats such as; the south-facing bee bank on the NW side of 

Colebrook Lake North and maintaining a low sward on Long Island for overwintering 

wildfowl. Where possible we focused our efforts on areas that could be easily seen by visitors 

and members accessing the hides. Thanks to a tremendous effort from the volunteers we have 

cleared saplings from most of the Colebrook shoreline and significant areas around Grove lake. 

Successive herbicide treatment of sapling regrowth has been invaluable at reducing the 

volunteer workload.  

  

This year we brought back the hired Robo-mower. This tracked remote-controlled flail worked 

wonders at removing significant areas of scrub encroachment on the northern bank of 

Colebrook. Large areas of scrub have been maintained in accordance with the MGLG 

committee agreed scrub management plan to provide a diversity of habitats. We also pulled up 
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Himalayan Balsam, cut back the streams, coppiced hazel and cut in front of the hides and bird-

viewing screens. 

 

Hedge-laying (purple) 

We laid 30m of hedge between the footpath and bridleway. Continuing from previous yearsô 

work starting at the river and working north. Re-laying pleachers that were laid by volunteer 

Tony Elston 20 years ago. The hedge provides a dense low living habitat and increases the light 

that reaches the path. Always popular with volunteers and reserve visitors, the tasks attract new 

volunteers to the reserve. 

 

Hay cut meadow (orange) 

Volunteers helped us hay-cut the bird feeder paddock and in front of Colebrook hide. Here the 

grass is not grazed but, successive cutting and removal of hay has reduced nutrients for the 

vigorous grass and promoted wildflowers. The BCS motorscythe was also used on Long Island 

to push back large patches of bramble to the NW. 

 

 Removed island vegetation (pink) 

To maintain exposed gravel nesting sites, we cleared vegetation from Tern and Plover Island 

and re-profiled an area of the shore to provide shallows. This year we also cut back vegetation 

from the south of Goose Island to maintain a sheltered fly-through for Dragonflies and other 

invertebrates. Vegetation was cleared from scrapes and bunds in front of the viewing screens, 

both hides, north-west and north-south Long Island to provide wader foraging niches and better 

views. 

 

 

 
Dexter bull on Colebrook Lake 

 

 

 Grazing ï cows 

Cattle grazing on Colebrook and Grove Lake have continued with the local grazier and breed 

of cattle used last year. The Dexterôs have proved to be good at keeping the meadows open and 

reducing scrub encroachment of the remote lake edges. Prior to the cattle coming onto site in 

August all the ragwort was removed to make the site safe, particularly for calves. The Dexterôs 

have proved a hit with visitors, especially the friendly bull. 
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Fencing (red) 

Following our annual site safety inspection, we removed 100m of broken fence from the 

bridleway, repaired two pedestrian gates and replaced several of the reserve fence posts. 

 

Projects (blue dots) 

On top of our annual management tasks, several projects were undertaken which are listed on 

the map key. This year we installed a temporary bat detector on the reserve as part of Berkshire 

Bat Groupôs project to survey for Nathusiusô Pipistrelle. We also took on replacing the ramp 

reinforcements for the Moulsham Bridge as they had rotted and become undermined. 

Refurbishing the Tern Rafts proved a popular task with volunteers in waders chain ganging 

buckets of gravel between each other, as can be seen in the photograph below. A small project 

that made a big difference to the reserve was unblocking the Colebrook Lake outflow pipe to 

the Blackwater river. This significantly dropped the water level on Colebrook Lake to reveal 

the bund of Colebrook scrape. The improved scrape immediately attracted Snipe, Grey Wagtail 

and Green Sandpipers to give close views in front of the hide. By far the biggest project was 

the extension the car park which was completed in 2018.  

 

Our annual more discrete projects were also continued including bat box checks and Barn Owl 

surveys. We also continued to work closely with the Environment Agency and Loddon 

Catchment Partnership to remove the highly damaging invasive plant, Floating Pennywort 

which was found on the River Blackwater. 

   

 
Volunteers refurbishing Tern rafts 
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http://www.bvct.org.uk/volunteer/
https://www.mglg.org.uk/workparties.html




























































https://www.mglg.org.uk/contactmglg.html












http://www.mglg.org.uk/annual-reports/2009/09-reporttext.htm#ApendixI












http://www.berksbirds.co.uk/
mailto:birdrecorder@mglg.org.uk
http://www.berksbirds.co.uk/
http://www.goingbirding.co.uk/



















































