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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE TWENTY SIXTH REPORT OF THE
MOOR GREEN LAKES GROUP

Adrian Hobbs, Chairman

Welcome to the twenty sixth annual report of the Moor Green Lakes Group (MGLG). Each
year, we report on the wildlife activities at Moor Green Lakes in Finchampstead, Berkshire.
This report covers the conservation work caroed during 2018. Once again, lain Oldcorn
has been responsible for editing the report but there have been many contfiditdrsanks

also to Bernard Baverstock for his careful progdding)

Throughout the year, our dedicated wildlife recorders ballected valuable information from
their wildlife surveys. During the year, the team was joined by Alan Holmes to cover
dragonflies and damselflies.

Each year, when food is in short supply, bird feeders around the car park and in the paddock
are kept stoked with food. For many years, this task was undertaken by Terry Patton. Terry
stood down at the end of the year but we already had others ready to take over.

The Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP) and our own volunteers have
continued to pvide essential support to carry out the many maintenance tasks that are needed
to keep the reserve operating. Without their efforts, the reserve would become overgrown and
unmanageable. After a year as Assistant Ranger, Jenny Sibley was promoted to Htange
leads her team at the Tuesday work parties with the additional help from volunteers. The
Sunday volunteer working parties are nowhgduncan Clark, Jane Heritage and Jon Needes.
After many years, Peter Scott is now taking a back seat regardimgtking parties but retains
responsibility for organising cattle grazing on the reserve. Extra volunteers to join the working
parties are always welcome. The reserve is a wonderful location for volunteers to take part in
important healthy outdoor actiyit

For many years, we had been planning to extend and refurbish the car park. With the help of
grants from Finchampstead Parish Council and Wokingham Borough Council, this work has
now been carried out. The extended car park provides parking for meranchnew internal

gates have been installed along with new notices. The programme of hedge laying between the
path and bridleway from the car park to Colebrook Hide has also been completed and the Tern
raft has been refurbished.

Again, instead of holdpan Open Day, it was decided to hold separate events such as mammal
walks and bird walks. These are advertised to members directly and on our web site.

| trust that you will find the report both enjoyable and educational. It contains much interesting
andinformative material.
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CHAPTER 2

Practical Site ManagementReport 2018
By Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership (BVCP)

The Annual Reportsmmarise practical tasks over fireancialyear. This summary covers®i

April 2018 until the end of March 2019he notes relate to the following map which greup

the tasks by activity (colour of key in brackets), to show where the practical site management
has been achieved.

Clearing and mowing paths (yellow)
Public footpats and bridlewayseserve access poingsid routes to the idesere cut back
several times throughout the yeanternal rotes for Rangers, volunteers, surveyors and €ow
lookerswere also maintainedVe used ourchainsaw to fell hazardoudrees, procesillen
trees blocking the footpath and cut hazardous overhead brafotlo@sng our annual tree
safety survey

‘ J B SR
Volunteers hedg&aying

Vegetation cleared / treated (green)
Cutting of riparian scrub and bramblesigl animportant part of our work to prevent the loss
of our valuable wildflower meadows that would otherwise becomepaaked by scrub. Our
efforts werefocused on specific habitats such as; the stadimg be bank on the NW side of
Colebrook LakeNorth and maintaining a low sward on Long Island for overwintering
wildfowl. Where possible we focad our efforts on areas that coblel easily seen by visitors
and members accessing the hiddsanks to a tremendsieffort from the volunteers we have
cleared saplings frommost ofthe Colebrook shoreline and significant areas around Grove lake.
Successive herbicide treatment of sapling regrowth has been invaluable at reducing the
volunteer workload.

This year we brought back the hired Reahower. This tracked remectmntrolled flail worked
wonders at removing significant areas of scrub entwoaat on the northern bank of
Colebrook. Large areas of scrub have been maintained in accordance with the MGLG
committee agreed scrub management plan to provide a diversity of habitats. We also pulled up
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Himalayan Balsam, cut back the streams, coppiceel laazl cut in front of the hides and bird
viewing screens.

Hedgelaying (purple)
We laid dm of hedge between the footpath and bridlewayCont i nui ng fr om
work starting at the river and working northe-Rying pleachers that were laid kglunteer
Tony Elston 2Q/ears agoThe hedgerovides a dense low livingabitatand increases the light
that reaches the pathlways populawith volunteers and reservesitors, the tasksttract new
volunteers to the reserve.

Hay cut meadow(orange)
Volunteers helped us hayt the bird feeder paddoekdin front of Colebrookiide. Herethe
grass is not grazed huguccessive cutting and removal of hay has reduced nutrients for the
vigorousgrass angiromoted wildflowersThe BCS motorscythe was also used on Long Island
to push back large patches of bramble to the NW.

Removed island vegetationdink)
To maintain eposed gravel nesting sites, we cleared vegetation Tremand Ploverlisland
andre-profiled an area bthe shore to provide shallowBhis year we also cut back vegetation
from the south of Goose Island tmaintain a sheltered fithrough for Dragonflies and other
invertebratesVegetation was cleared from scrapes and bunds in fraheofiewing screens,
both hidesnorth-westand norh-southLong Island tgrovide wader foraging niches and better
views.

Dexter bull on ColerookLake

Grazing i_cows
Cattle grazing on Colebrook and Grove Lake have continuedthatiocal grazier and breed
of cattleused lastyear T h e De xt e robegodhtkgepingphe meadows open and
reducing scrub encroachment of the remote lake e@gies.to the cattle coming onto site in

pr

August all the ragwort was removedmaket he si te safe, particul ar/|

have proved a hit with visitorgspecially the friendly bull.
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Fencing (ed
Following our annual site safety inspectiome removedl00m of brokenfence from the
bridleway, repaired twgedestrian gates and replaced several of the reserve fence posts.

Projects (blue dots)
On top of our annual management tasks, seyeogctswere undertakewhich are listed on
the map keyThis year we installed a temporary bat detector on the reserve as part of Berkshire
Bat GroupOs pr oj e cdaPipistrelle.3Me also¢opk oh replacirg ghe tamps i u s
reinforcements for the Moulsham Bridge as they had rotted and become uredermin
Refurbishing the Tern Rafts proved a popular task with volunteers in waders chain ganging
buckets of gravel between each other, as can be seen in the photograpiA lsahaN project
that made a big difference to the reserve was unblocking the Callebaée outflow pipe to
the Blackwaterriver. This significantly droppedhe water level on Colebrook Lake reveal
the bund of Colebrook scrape. The improved scrape immediately attracted Snip&/a@taly
and Green Sandpipers to give close views intfad the hideBy far the biggest project was
the extension the car park which was completed in 2018.

Our annual more discrete projects were also continued including bat box checks and Barn Owl
surveys.We also continued tawvork closely with the Environment Agencgnd Loddon
Catchment Partnershifo remove the highly damaging invasive plant, Floating P&orty

which was found on the Riv&ackwater
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http://www.bvct.org.uk/volunteer/
https://www.mglg.org.uk/workparties.html


























































































https://www.mglg.org.uk/contactmglg.html


















http://www.mglg.org.uk/annual-reports/2009/09-reporttext.htm#ApendixI


















http://www.berksbirds.co.uk/
mailto:birdrecorder@mglg.org.uk
http://www.berksbirds.co.uk/
http://www.goingbirding.co.uk/












































































